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ADJUSTABLE EXPANSION CONE ASSEMBLY 

Cross Reference To Related Applications 

This application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 

60/318,021, attorney docket no. 25791.58, filed on 9/7/2001, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by 

reference. 

This application is related to the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139. attorney 
docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 12/3/1 999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/5 10,913, attorney docket no. . 
25791 .7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, 
filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 2579 1 ,9.02 , filed on 
1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000, 
(6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/162,671 , attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/154,047, attorney docket no. 2579129, filed on 9/16/1999. (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,082, attorney docket no, 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. . . 
60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,443, attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/22 1 ,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233 ,638, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .47, filed on 9/1 8/2000, (2 1 ) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/237.334, attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no, 
60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001; and (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by - 
reference. 

Background of the Invention 
This invention relateer generally to wellbore casings, and in particular to wellbore casings that are formed 
using expandable tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of casings are installed in the borehole to prevent 
collap>se of the borehole wall and to prevent undesired outflow of drilling fluid into the formation or inflow of fluid 
from the formation into the borehole. The borehole is drilled in intervals whereby a casing which is to be installed 
in a lower borehole interval is lowered through a previously installed casing of an upper borehole interval. As a 
consequence of this procedure the casii^ of the lower interval is of smaller diameter than the casing of the upper 
interval. Thus, the casings are in a nested arrangement with casing diameters decreasing in downward direction. 
Cement annuli are provided between the outer surfaces of the casings and the borehole wall to seal the casings from 
the borehole wall. As a consequence of this nested arrangement a relatively large borehole diameter is required at .. 
the upper part of the wellbore. Such a large borehole diameter involves increased costs due to heavy casing 
handling equipment, large drill bits and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings. Moreover, increased 
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drilling rig time is involved due to required cement pumping, cement hardening, required equipment changes due to 
large variations in hole diameters drilled in the course of the welt and the large volume of cuttings drilled and 
removed. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of the existing procedures 
for forming new sections of casing in a wellbore. 

Summary of the Invention 

According to one aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member is 
provided that inchides a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, a second lug 
coupled to and extending from tfie first tubular support body in the radia) direction, and an expansion cone support 
body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered 
tubular support member, wherein each side of the muhi-sided tapered nibular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot. N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an 
expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfeces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to 
the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar assembly is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support 
member that includes a second tubular support body defining M T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding 
ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the second tubular support body. A first drag block assembly is movably coupled to die tubular support 
member tiiat includes a first drag block body defining a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shapcd retaining 
member of the split ring collar, and a first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug, and one or more first drag blocks 
coupled to the first drag block body. A second drag block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support 
member that includes a second drag block body defining a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug. and 
one or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body. First and second packer cups are coupled to 
the tubular support member between the first and second drag block assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first mbular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support 
body, a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second tapered flange coupled to the first 
tubular support body, and tfn-txpansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion 
cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided 
tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the 
expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
sur&ces. a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably 
coupled to the exterior of the nibular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T- 
shaped slots for .movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion 
cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first collet 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first nibular sleeve that defines a slot for 
receiving and mating with the L-shaped retainmg member of the split ring collar, a first counterbore for receiving 
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the first flange, and a first radial passage, a first spring received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring 
received within the first counterbore, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending 
through the first radial passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin, a first resilient collet 
coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled 
to the first resilient collet. A second colJet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes 
a fourth tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial 
passage, a second spring received within the second counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second 
counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage, a fifth mbular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth 
tubular sleeve and positioned above the second tapered flange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second 
resilient collet Fiist and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second 
collet assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first radial passage defmed in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a 
first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second upered flange coupled 
support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the fu^t tubular support body. The expansion cone 
support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the muUi-sided tapered 
tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion 
cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including anaiate conical outer surfaces, a first 
T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone 
segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T- 
shaped retaining member coupled to Ae expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled^ to the 
exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for 
movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, 
and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first dog assembly is movably 
coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating 
with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first counterfjorc for receiving the first flange, and a 
second radial passage, a fu-st spring received whhin the first counterbore, a first retaming ring received within the 
first counterbore. a first loati^sfcr pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage, and a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines a second counterbore for 
receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to 
the first tapered flange, A second dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a 
third tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, a third radial pass^e, and a 
fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial passage, a second spring received within the second 
counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to , 
the second retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the 
second load transfer pin, and a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to 
the second tapered flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first 
and second dog assemblies. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparaWs for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a mbular support member that includes a first mbular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage including a throat passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to 
the longitudinal passage, a fust fiange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first 
mbular support body that defines a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the 
longitudinal passage, a tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body 
coupled to die first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular 
support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slo t. N 
expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion 
cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the, 
T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the 
expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receivit^ corresponding ones 
of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member 
coiipled to the second tubular support body. A dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a first tubular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the 
split ring collar, a firet counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a third radial passage, a spring received within 
the fust counterbore, a retaining ring received within the first counterbore, a load transfer pin coupled to the 
retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a second mbular sleeve coupled to the first load 
trtinsfer pin that defines a first countertjore for receiving the first nibular sleeve, a second counterbore for receiving 
and mating virith the tapered flange, and includes a third flange that defines a third counterbore for receiving the 
second flange, a fourth counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a resilient dog 
coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacem to the tapered flange. First and second packer cups are 
coupled to the tubular support member between tfie resilient dog and the third flange. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a tubular support body and an ocpansion cone support body 
coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubutar support 
member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered nibular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N expansion 
cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment 
body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped sloe 
of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 

segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of fte tubular support mtanber that includes a 
second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second 
T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining merobor coupled to the 
second tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled.to the tubular support member that 
includes a third tubular support body Aat defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a mbular support member diat includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support 
body coupled to the mbular support body. The expansion cone support body includes a tapered mbular support 
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member defining N stepped slots. An expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member 
that includes a second tubuiar.support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shapcd 
slot, and N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member. Each expansion cone 
segment includes a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, an expansion cone segmem body 
coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a retaining member coupled to the 
expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 
stepped slots of the expansion cone support body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the 
tubular support member that includesathiid tubular support body.afirst leaped retaining m^^^^ 
tfiird tubular support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body of the expansion 
cone assembly, and a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular body. A tubular acmating 
sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that defines a 
slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

According to another aspect of the presem invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a tubular support niember that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support 
body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes a tapered hibular support 
member defining N slots. An expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, 
and N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member. Each expansion cone segmem 
includes a resilient collet coupled to the second wbular support member, an expansion cone segmem body coupled 
to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone 
segmem body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 
that includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support 
body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body, and a second L-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the third tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support 
member that includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L- 
shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

Acconiing to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support 
body coupled to the tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes a tapered mbular support 
member defining N slots. Art expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, 
N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, and N/2 second expansion 
cone segments extendmg from the second tubular member. Each first e)q)anslon cone segment includes a first 
resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, a first expansion cone segmem body coupled to the 
resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfeces, and a first retaining niember coupled to the expansion cone 
segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the 
expansion cone support body. Each second expansion cone segmem includes a second resilient collet coupled to the 
second wbular support member, a second expansion cone segmem body coupled to the resilient collet including 
arcuate conical outer surfeces, and a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone 
support body. The second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with the first expansion cone 
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segments. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular suppon member that includes a third 
tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating wuh L- 
Shaped slot of the second tubular support body, and a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular 
support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a th.rd 
tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the 
split ring collar. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a tubular support member that inchules a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support 
body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered 
tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot. N/2 first expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each includmg a 
firstexpansionconescgmentbodyincludingan:uateconicaloutersurfaces.afirstT-shapedretainingmember 
coupled to the first expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body toa 

corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the finrt expansion cone segment body. N/2 second expansion cone segments are also movably 
coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including a second expansion cone segment body including 
arcuate conical outer surfiices. a thinl T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment 
body for movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of 
the expansion cone support body, and a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment 
body. The first and second expansion cone segments ans interteaved. TTie first expansion cone segment bodies are 
complementary shaped with respect to the second expansion cone segment bodies. A split ring collar assembly is 
movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second ttibular support body that 
defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving conesponding ones of the second and fourth T-shaped retaining 
members of the interleaved first and second expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to 
the second tubular support body. A mbular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the wbular support member that 
includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining 
member of the split ring collar. 

According to another aspect of the present invemion. an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, and a second 
hig coupled to and extendirtg-from the first tubular support body in the radial direction. An adjustable expansion 
cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first drag block assembly is movably coupled 
to the nibular support member that includes a first drag block body coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly that defines: a first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug. and one or more fu^t drag blocks coupled to 
the first drag block body. A second drag block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a second diag block body that defines: a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug, and 
one or more second drag bkxsks coupled to the second drag block body. First and second packer cups are coupled to 
the nibular support member between the first and second drag block assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparams for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support 
body, a first tapered flange coupled to the first nibular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first 
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tubular support body. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. 
A first collet assembly is movably coupled to the wbular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled 
to the adjustable expansion cone assembly and defines a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a first 
radial passage, a first spring received within the first counteriwre, a first retaining ring received within the first 
counterbore, a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the first radial passage, 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin. a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 
sleeve and positioned above the first tapeted flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet. A 
second coUet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member thai inchKies a fourth tubular sleeve that 
defines: a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second spring received 
within the second counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore. a second load 
transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second radial passage, a fifth tubular 
sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin. a second resiliem collet coupled to the fiftti tubular sleeve and 
positioned above the second tapered flange, and a sixth tubukir sleeve coupled to the second resiliem collet. First 
and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second collet assemblies. 

Acconling to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a 
first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular 
support body. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first 
dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly that defines: a first counterbore for receiving *e first flange, and a second 
radial passage, a first spring iweived within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the first 
counterbore. a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a second counterbore for receiving 
the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled to the second mbular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first . 
tapered flange. A second dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member diat includes a third 
tubular sleeve that defines a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; 

a third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial passage, a second spring 
received within the secmd counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterijore, a second 
load transfer pin coupled tcTtile second retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a fourth tubular 
sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and 
positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support 
member between the first and second dog assemblies. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular suppon member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal 
passage including a th««t passage, a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to 
the longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and a second flange coupled to the 
first tubular support body that defines: a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the 
longitudinal passage. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A 
dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that Includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly that defines a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a Aird radial 
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passage a spring received within the first counterbore, a retaining ring received v^ithin the first counterbore. a load 
transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage, a second tubular sleeve 
coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a second 
counterbore for receiving and mating with the tapered flange, and includes a third flange that defines a third 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, a fourth counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial 
passage and a resilient dog coupled to the second wbular sleeve «,d positioned adjacent to the uperedftange. First 
and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the resilient dog and the third flange. 

According to another aspect of the pi*sent invention, an apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member 
is provided that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular support member, and means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

According to another aspect of the presem invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a mbular support member. An adjustable expansion cone is movably coupled to the mbular support 
member that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, and means for guiding tiie expansion cone segments 
onthetubularsupportmember. The assembly further includes means for adjustingthe adjustable expami.on cone. 

According to another aspect of die presem invemion, a method of operating an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segmems is provided that Deludes guiding the expansion cone 
segments on a tapered body, and contioUably displacing tiie expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the presem invention, a method of operating an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segmente is provided that includes guiding the expansion cone 
segmenu on a multi-sided tapered body, interlocking the expansion cone segments, and controllably displacing the 
expansion cone segments along tiie tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the presem invention, a metiiod of operating an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments is provided that mcludes rcsiliently guiding the 
expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite 
sides in the circumferential direction, interlocking tiie expansion cone segmenU. and controllably displacing tiie 
expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to anotiwr aspect of the present invention, a mefltod of operating an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments is provided that includes dividing the expansion cone 
segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, interleaving the first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, resiliently guiding 
the expansion cone segments'oii a muhi-sided tapered body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on 
opposite sides in the circumferential direction, and controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
upered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly including a plurality of expansion cone segments is p«)vided that includes dividing the expansion cone 
segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, interleaving the first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, and controllably 
displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second 
groups of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of plastically deforming and radially 
expanding an expandable tubular member using an apparatus including a tubular support member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the 



8 



wo 03AI231 78 PCT/l)Sll2/25608 
tubular support member for adjusting the adjusUble expansion cone assembly, is provided that.includes couphng a 
first end of the expandable mbular member to a tubular structure, locking the actuator to the tubular support member 
of the apparatus, inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member, moving the actuator 
and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular 
member reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member, unlockmg 
the actuator from the tubular support member of the apparatus, rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support 
member of the apparatus, and increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by movmg 
,hetobularsupportmemberretotivetotheactuator.theadjustableexpansionconeassemblyandtheexpandable 

tubular member, and plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by movmg the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of plastically deforming and radially 
expanding an expandable tubular member using an apparatus including a tubular support member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the mbular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the 

tubular support member for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly, is provided that includes coupling a 
firstendoftheexpandabJetubularmembertoambularstructure. inserting the apparatus into the first end of the 
expandable tubular member in a first direction. dUplacing the actuator of the apparatus in a second direction 
opposite to the first direction, applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly in the 
second direction, moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparanis out of the second 
end of the expandable tubular member, reinserting the artuator of the apparatus into the second end of the 
expandable tubular member in the second direction, increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly by displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular 
member in the first direction, and plastically deforming and ladially expanding the expandable tubular member by 
moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member in the second direction. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered 
body, and means for controUably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a phimlity of expansion cone segments, means for guiding tiie expansion cone segments on a multi- 
sided tapered body, means for interlocking the expansion cone segments, and means for controllably displacing the 
expansion cone segments atong the tapered body. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a pluralhy of expansion cone segments, means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a 
multi-sided tapered body, means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the 
circumferential direction, means for interlocking the expansion cone segments, and means for controllably 
displacing the expansion cone segments along die tapered body. 

According to anottier aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
diat includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for dividing ttie expansion cone segmente into first and 
second groups of expansion cone segmenu, means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone 
segments, means for overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for resiliently 
guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means for guiding each of ti»e expansion cone 
segments on opposite sides in the cireumferential direction, and means for controllably displacing die expansion 
cone segments along die tapered body. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, an adjustable expansion cone assembly is provided 
that includes a plurality of expansion cone segments, means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and 
second groups of expansion cone segments, means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone 
segments, means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a muhi-sided tapered body, and means for 
controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body while also relatively displacing the first 
and second groups of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for plastically deforming and radially 
expanding an expandable tubular member is provided diat includes a tubular support memb^^^ 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, means for actuating the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, means for locking the acmator to the mbular support member of the apparatus, means for 
unlocking the actuator from the tubular support member of the apparatus, and means for increasing the outside 
diameter'of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the expandable tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for plastically deforming and radially 
expanding an expandable tubular member is provided that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable 
expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, means for actuating the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly, means for displacing the actuator of the apparattjs in a first direction, means for applying 
a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly when the actuator is displaced in the first 
direction, and means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the 
actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in a second 
direction opposite to the first direction. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
Figs. 1 and la-ldarefragmentaiycross-scctional views of an embodiment of the placement of an apparatus 

for radially expanding a tubular member within a tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean 
formation. * 

Fig. le is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone support body of the apparatus of 
Figs. 1 and la-Id. 

Fig. If is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. Ic. 
Fig. Ig is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use in the apparatus of Figs. I 
and la- Id. 

Fig. Ih is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. Ig. 
Fig. 1 i is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. I g. 

Fig. 1 j is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments for use in the apparatus of 
Figs. I and I a- Id. 

Fig. Ik is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the coupling arrangement between 
the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar for use in the apparatus of Figs. 1 and la-Id. 

Figs. 11 and Im are top schematic views of an embodiment of the coupling between the J-slots of the drag 
blocks and the lugs of the tubular support member of the apparatus of Figs. 1 and 1 a- 1 d. 

Figs. 2 and 2a-2d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of the apparatus of Figs. I and la-Id during 
the radial expansion of the tubular member within the borehole within the subterranean fomation. 

Figs. 2e and 2f are illustrations of an embodiment of the J-slots of the drag blocks and the lugs of the 
tubular support member of the apparatus of Figs. 2 and 2ar2d. 
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Figs. 2g and 2h are illustrations of an alternative embodimeni of the J-slots of the drag blocks and the lugs 

of the tubular support member of the apparatus of Figs. 2 and 2a-2d. 

Figs. 3 and Ba-Sc are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the placement of an 

apparatus for radially expanding a mbular member within a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 3d is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone support body of the apparatus of 

Figs. 3 and 3a-3c. 

Fig. 3e is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. 3d, 

Fig. 3f is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use in the apparatus of Figs. 3 

and 3a-3c. 

Fig. 3g is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 3f 
Fig. 3h is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 3f. 

Fig. 3i is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments for use in the apparams of 
Figs. 3 and3a-3c. 

Fig. 3j is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the coupling arrangement between 
the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar for use in the apparaUis of Figs. 3 and 3a-3c. 

Figs. 4 and 4a-4d are fragmentaiy cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the placement of the 
apparatus of Figs. 3 and 3a.3c inchiding an expandable tubular member within an expandable tubular member 

within a subterranean formation. 

Figs. 5 and 5a-5d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the operation of the 
apparams of Figs. 4 and 4a-4d during the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member within the borehole 
within the subterranean formation. 

Figs. 6 and 6a-6d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodimeni of the placement of an 
apparams for radially expanding a mbular member within a borehole within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 6e is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone support body of the apparams of 
Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6f is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. 6e. 

Fig. 6g is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use in the apparatus of Figs. 6 
and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6h is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 6g. 
Fig. 6i is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 6g. 

Fig. 6) is a top viewof an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments for use in the apparatus of 
Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Fig. 6k is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the coupling arrangement between 
the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar for use in the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d. 

Figs. 7 and 7a-7c are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the placement of the 
apparatus of Figs. 6 and 6a-6d including an expandable mbular member within a borehole within a subterranean 
formation. 

Figs. 8 and 8a-8d are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the operation of the 
apparatus of Figs. 7 and 7a-7d during the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member within a borehole 
within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of an expansion cone assembly in an 

unexpanded position. 
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Fig. 9a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 9, 
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 9 in an 
expanded position. 

Fig. 10a is a cross sectional illuswation of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 10. 

Fie. 1 1 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of an expansion cone assembly in an 
unexpanded position. 

Fig. 11a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 1 1 . 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. U in an 
expanded position. 

Fig. 12a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 12. 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of an expansion cone assembly in an 
unexpanded position. 

Fig. 13a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 13. 

Fig. 13b is a fragmentary top circumferential illustration of the expansion cone segment assembly of Fig. 
13 that illustrates the interleaved sets of collets. 

Fig. 13c is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of the interleaved collets of Fig. 13b. 

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary cross sectional ilhistration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 13 in an 
expanded position. 

Fig. 14a is a cross sectional illustration of the expansion cone assembly of Fig. 14. 

Figs. 15 and 15a-15c are fragmentary cross-sertional illustrations of an embodiment of the placement of an 
apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. 15d is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the expansion cone support body of the apparatus of 
Figs. 15 and 15a-15c. 

Fig. 15e is a cross-sectional view of the expansion cone support body of Fig. 15d. 

Fig. 1 5f is a side view of an embodiment of an expansion cone segment for use in the apparaws of Figs. 1 5 
and I5a-I5c. 

Fig. 1 5g is a front view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. 15f. 
Fig. 15h is a top view of the expansion cone segment of Fig. I5f. 

Fig. 15i is a top view of an embodiment of interlocking expansion cone segments for use in the apparatus 
0fFigs.l5andl5a-15c. 

Fig. 15j is a top fragmentary circumferential view of an embodiment of the coupling arrangement between 
the expansion cone segments and the split ring collar for use in the apparatus of Figs. 1 5 and 1 5a- 1 5c. 

Figs. 16 and I6a-16c are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the placement of the 
apparatus of Figs. 15 and 15a-15j including an expandable tubular member within a borehole within a subterranean 
formation. 

Figs. 17 and I7a-I7c are fragmentary cross-sectional illustrations of an embodiment of the operation of the 
apparatus of Fig$. 16 and 16a-16c during the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member within a borehole 
within a subterranean formation. 

Fig. I ga is a cross sectional illusnration of an embodiment of a segmented expansion cone assembly in an 
unexpanded position. 

Fig. 1 8b is a fragmentary circumferential top illustration of the expansion cone and split ring collar of Fig. 

ISa. 
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Fig. 1 8c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the expansion cone support flange of the expansion 

cone assembly of Fig. 1 8a. 

Fig. I8d is a cross-sectional illustration of the expansion cone support flange of Fig. 18c. 

Fil 19a is a cross sectional illustration of an embodiment of the segmented expansion cone assembly of 
Fig. 18a in an expanded position. 

Fig. 19b is a fragmentary circumferential top view of the expansion cone of Fig. 1 9a. 

Fils. 208-20m are top cireumferemia! views of various alternative embodiments of interlocking expansion 
cone segment geometries. 

Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 

Referring initially to Figs. 1 and la-ld. an embodimcm of an apparatus and method for radially expanding 
a tubular member will now be described. As Illustrated in Figs. 1 and la-ld. a wellbore 100 is positioned in a 
subterranean formation 105. In an exemplary embodiment, the wellbore 100 may include a pre-existing cased 
section 1 10. The wellbore 100 may be positioned in any orientation from venical to horizontal. 

In otderto extend the wellbore lOO into the subterranean formation 105. a drill string is used in a well 
known mannerto drill outmaterialfiom the subterranean formation 105 to fbnr. a new wellbore section 115. Ina 
prefi^red embodiment, the inside diameter of the new wellbore sectionllS is greater than or 

diameter of the preexisting wellbore casing 1 1 0. 

A tubular member 120 defining a passage 120a may then be positioned within the wellbore section 115 
with the upper end 120b of the tubular member coupled to the wellbore casing 1 10 and the lower end 120c of the 
mbular member extending into the wellbore section. TTie tubular member 120 may be positioned within the 
wellbore section 1 15 and coupled to the wellbore casing 110 in a conventional manner. In a preferred embodiment, 
the tubular member 120 is positioned within the wellbore section 1 15 and coupled to the wellbore casing 1 10 using 
one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (I) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/454.139. attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/5 1 0,913. attorney docket no. 2579 1 .7.02, filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502.350. 
attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000. (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440.338, attorney docket 
no. 25791.9.02. filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523.460, attorney docket no. 
25791.1 1.02. filed on 3/lOQOOO, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895. attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, 
filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed on 
2/24Q0OO. (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946. attorney docket no. 25791.17.02. filed on 6/7/2000, (9) 
U.S. pateitt application serfaTno. 09/559.122. attorney docket no. 25791.23.02. filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent 
application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/162.671, attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed on 1 1/1/1999. (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/154.047, attorney docket no. 2579129. filed on 9/16/1999. (13)U.S. provUional 
. patent application serial no. 60/159,082. attorney docket no. 2579134. filed on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159.039. attorney docket no. 25791.36. filed on 10/12/1999. (15) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159.033. attorney docket no. 25791.37. filed on 10/12/1999. (16) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/212.359. attorney docket no. 25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/165.228. attorney docket no. 25791 .39. filed on 1 1/12/1999. (18) U.S. provisional 
) patent application serial no. 60/221.443. attorney docket no. 25791.45. filed on 7/28/2000. (19) U.S. provisiomd 
patent application serial no. 60/221.645. attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000. (20) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60Q33.638. attorney docket no. 25791 .47. filed on 9/18«000, (21) U.S. provisional 
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patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001; and (23) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001; and (24) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, the disclosures of which 
are incorporated herein by reference. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1 and la-ld, an apparatus 200 for radially expanding a tubular member may then be . 
positioned in the new section 1 15 of the wellbore 100 within the tubular member 120. The apparatus 200 includes a 
tubular support member 205 defining an internal passage 205a that is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 210 
defming an internal passage 210a. The other end of the tubular coupling 210 is coupled to an end of a tubular 
support member 2 1 5 defming an interna} passage 2 1 5a that includes a first lug 2 1 5b, a radial passage 2 1 5c, a first 
flange 215d, a second flange 215e, a second lug215f, and an expansion cone support body 215g. The other end of 
the tubular support member 2 1 5 is coupled to a tubular end stop 220 that defines a passage 220a. 

As illustrated in Figs, le and If, the expansion cone support body 2l5g includes a first end 215ga, a tapered 
hexagonal portion 2 ISgb that includes a plurality of T-shaped slots 215gba provided on each of the external fiaccted 
surfaces of the tapered hexagonal portion, and a second end 215gc. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of 
attack of the tapered hexagonal portion ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Figs. I, la-Id, Ig, Ih, and li, a plurality of expansion cone segments 225 are provided that 
include first ends 225a that include T-shaped retaining members 225aa and second ends 225b that include T-shaped 
retaining members 225ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 21 5gba on the 
tapered hexagonal portion 215gb of the expansion cone support body 215g, first external sur&ces 225bb, second 
external surfaces 225bc, and third external surfaces 225bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six 
expansion cone segments 225 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered hexagonal 
portion 2 1 5gb of the expansion cone support body. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the widtfis of the first external surfaces 225bb of the expansion cone 
segments 225 increase in the direction of the second external surfaces 225bc, the widths of the second external 
surfaces are substantially constant, and the widths of the third external surfaces 225bd decrease in the direction of 
the first ends 225a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
first external surfaces 225bb of the expansion cone segments 225 taper upwardly in the direction of the second 
external surfaces 225bc, the second external surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third external surfaces 
225bd, and the third external surfaces 225bd taper downwardly in the direction of the first ends 225a of the 
expansion cone segments for'reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper 
of the first external surfaces 225bb of the expansion cone segments 225 are greater than the angle of attack of the 
taper of the second external surfaces 225bc. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second externa] surfaces, 
225bb and 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 225 are arcuate such ttiat when the expansion cone segments 225 
are displaced in the direction of the end stop 220, the first and second external surfaces of the expansion cone 
segments provide a substantially continuous outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Fig. Ij, in an exemplary embodiment, the external surfeces, 22Sbb, 225bc, and 225bd, of 
the second ends 225b of the expansion cone segments 225 are adapted to mate with one another in order to interlock 
adjacent expansion cone segments. 

As illustrated in Figs. I, I a- Id, and Ik, a split ring collar 230 that defines a passage 230a for receiving the 
tubular support member 215 is provided that includes a first end that includes plurality of T-shaped slots 230b for 
receiving and mating with corresponding T-shaped retaining members 225aa of the expansion cone segments 225 
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and a second end *at includes an L-shaped retaining member 230c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring 
collar 230 is a conventional split ring cellar commercially available ftom HalUbmon Energy. Services modified m 
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1. la-Id, and Im. a drag block assembly 235 that defines a passage 235a for 
receiving the mbular suppon member 215 is provided that includes a first end that includes an L-shaped slot 235b 
for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 230c of the split ring collar 230. one or more 
conventional drag block elements 235c. andaJ-shaped Slot 235dincludingaretaining slot 235da for rece«r^ 

second lug 2l5f of the tubular support member 215. In an exemplary embodiment, the longitudinal xxis of the J- 
shaped slot 23 5d of .he dn.g block assembly 235 is substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the tubular 
support member 215 for reasons to be described. 

A fust conventional packer cup assembly 240 that defmes a passage 240a for receiving the tubular support 
member 215 includes a first end 240b that mates with the second flange 215e of the tubular suppon member, a 
conventional sealing cup240c,andasecondend240d.Atubular spacer 245thatdefinesapassage245a for 
receiving the tubular support member215includesafirst end 245b that mates with the second end240c of the first 

packer cup assembly 240 and a second end 245c- A second conventional packer cup assembly 250 that defines a 
passage 250a for receiving the tubular support member215includesaf«t end 250b that mates with the second end 

245c of thespacer245.aconventional sealing cup 250c. andasecond end 250d that mates with the fir« 

of the tubular support member. 

As illustrated in Figs. 1. la-Id. and U.a drag block assembly 255 that defmes a passage 255a for rece.vmg 
the mbular support member215 is provided that includesafirst end that includes sealing members. 255band 255c. 
one or more conventional drag block elements 255d.«.daJ-shaped slot 255eincludi«gareuimng slot 255ea for 
receiving the first lug215bofthe tubular support member215. In an exemplaiy embodiment, the longitudinal a^^^ 
of the J-shaped slot 255e of the drag block assembly 255 is suhstanttelly parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
tubular support member 2 1 5 for reasons to be described. 

m an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 200. as illustrated in Figs. 1 and la-lm. the 
apparatus may be positioned in the wellbore 1 15. within the tubular member 120, with the first and second lugs, 
21 5b and 215f, respectively, positioned within the retaining slots. 255ea and 235da, respectively, of the J-slots. 255e 
and 235da, respectively, of the drag block assembly 255 and 235. respectively. In this manner, the drag block 
assembly 235 is maintoined in a substantially stationary position relative to the nibular support member 215 thereby 
preventing the expansion cone segments 225 fiom being displaced downwardly in the longitudinal direction relative 
to the tubular support memb* 215 towards the end stop 220. Furthermore, in this manner, the drag block assembly 
255 is also maintained in a substantially stationary position relative to the tubular support member 215 thereby 
preventing the drag block assembly from sealing off the radial passage 21 5c. In an exemplary embodiment, during 
the placement of the apparatus 200 within the wellbore 1 15 and the tubular member 120, the radial passage 21 5c 
i pemits fluidic materials outside of the tubular support member 215 to pass into the passage 215a thereby 
minimizing overpressure conditions within the annulus outside of the tubular support member. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 200 is positioned within the expandable tubular member 120 
such that the expansion cone body 215g. the end stop 220, and the expansion cone segments 225 extend out of the 
expandable tubular member. In this manner, the expansion cone segments 225 may be driven up the tapered 
) hexagonal portion 2l5gb of the expansion cone body 215g, thereby increasing the outside diameters of the 
expansion cone segments, without impacting the expandable tubular member 120. 
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The tubular support member 215 may then be rotated relative to the dra^ block assemblies. 235 and 255. 
thereby displacing the lugs. 215f and 215b. with inspect to the J-shaped slots, 235d and 255e. respectively. The 
tubular support member 215 may then be displaced upwardly relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255. in 
the longitudinal direction thereby displacing the drag block assemblies doxvnwardly relative to the mbular support 
member. During the longitudinal upwani displacemem of the tubular support member 215 relative to the drag block 
assemblies, 235 and 255. the drag block assemblies. 235 and 255. are maintamed in a substantially siationao* 
position with respect to the expandable tubular member 120 by the frictional forces exerted by the drag blocks, 235c 
and 255d. of the drag block assemblies on the expandable tubular member, and during the upward longitudinal 
displacement of the tubular support member215 relative to the drag btock assemblies, the lugs, 215f and 215b. are 
guided in a substantially longitudinal direction by the J-slots, 235d and 255e. respectively, of t^^ 

assemblies. 

The downward longitudinal displacement of the drag block assembly 235 relative to the tubular support 
member 215 displaces the split ring collar 230 downwardly along with the expansion cone segments 225. As a 
result, the expansion cone segments 225 are driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 215gb of the expansion cone 
support body 2 15g until the end feces of the expansion cone segments impact the stop member 220. As a result, the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 225 increases. In an exemplary embodiment, once the expansion 
corns segments 225 impact the stop member 220. the outer sur&ces.225bb and 225bc, ofthe expansion cone 
segments provide a substantially continuous outer surface in the circumferential direction having a diameter that is 
greater than the inside diameter ofthe expandable mbular member 120. The downward longitudinal displacement of 
the drag block assembly 255 relative to the tubular support member 215 seals off the radial passage 215c thereby 
preventing the pressurized fhiidic material 275 from entering the annulus surrounding the tubular support member 
215 through the radial passagp. 

In an cxemplaiy embodiment, as ilhistrated in Figs. 2 and 2a-2f, Ae expandable tubular member 1 20 may 
then be radially expanded using the apparatus 200 by injecting a fluidic material 275 into the apparatus through the 
passages 205a, 210a, and 215a. The injection ofthe fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior I20a of die 
expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies, 240 and 250, seal off an annular 
region 120aa below the packer cup assemblies between the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support 
member 2 1 5, the injection ofthe fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. .. , 

The continued injection ofthe fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the interior 120a of Ae expandable 
tubular member 120 thereby plastically deforming and radially expanding the (expandable tubular member off of the 
«q>ansion cone segments 225r Because the outer surfaces, 225bb and 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 225 
are tapered, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable mbular member 1 20 proximate the 
expansion cone segments is facilitated. Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection ofthe 
fluidic material 275 also pressurizes the annular region I20aa defined between the interior sur&ce ofthe expandable 
tubular member 1 20 and the exterior surfece ofthe tubular support member 2 1 5 that te bounded on the upper end by 
the packer cup assembly 240 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 225. Furthennore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the pressurization ofthe annular region 120aa also radially expands the surrounding portion 
of the expandable mbular member 120. In this manner, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the 
expandable tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 200. the packer cup 
assemblies 240 and 250 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 fh)m passing above and beyond the packer cup 
assemblies and thereby define the length ofthe pressurized annular region 120aa. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
pressurization ofthe annular region 120aa decreases the operating pressures required for plastic deformation and 

16 



wo 03/0231 7» PCT/tS02/25608 
„«li.l expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 by as much as 50% and also reduces the angle of attack of 
the tapered external surfeces. 225bb and 225bc. of the expansion cone segments 225. 

The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 may then continue until the upper end I20b of 
the expandable tubular member is radially expanded and plastically deformed along with the overlapping portion of 
the wellbore casing 1 10. Because the expansion cone segments 225 may be adjustable positioned from an outs.de 
diameterlessthantheinsidediameteroftheexpandabletubularmemberl20to«.outsidediametersubsta„tUl^^^ 

equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing casing 1 10, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casmg 110 
and the radially expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparatus 200 may have a smgle 
substantially constam inside diameter thereby providing a mono-diameter wellbore casing. 

If the expansion cone segments 225 become lodged within the tubular member 120 during the rad.al 
expansion process, the tubular support member 21 5 may be displaced downwardly in the longitudinal direction and 
then rotated relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, thereby positioning the lugs, 215b and 2 1 5f, w.thm. 
Aeretainingslots,255eaand235da.respectively.oftheJ-slots,255eand235d.respectively. Asaresult^ 

expansion cone segments 225 may be displaced down the tapered hexagonal portion 2 15gb of the expansion cone 
suppottbody215g and away Ihm, the end stop 220 thereby dec«asi.« the external diameter of the expa^^^ 
segments, mthis manner, the tubular support member 205. the mbular support member210. the mbular support 

member 215. the end stop 220. the expansion cone segmente 225, the split ring collar 230, the drag block assembly 
235. the pack cup assembly 240. the spacer 245. the packer cup assembly 250, and the drag block assembly 255 may 
then be removed from the tubular member 120. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 225 may be raised out of the expanded 
portion of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the tubular support member 21 5. In a 
preferred embodiment, during the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 225 are raised at 
approximately the same rate as the tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep the tubular member stationary 
relative to the new wellbore section 1 1 5. In an alternative prefeired embodiment, the expansion cone segments 225 
are maintained in a stationary position during the radial expansion process thereby allowing the tubular member 120 
to be radially expanded and plastically defonned off of the expansion cone segments 225 and into the new wellbore 
section 1 15 under the force of gravity and the operating pressure of the interior of the tubular member 120. 

m a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 and the 
lower portion of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overlap with one another are plastically defonned and radially 
expanded by the expansion cone segmems 225. the expansion cone segments 225 are displaced out of the wellbore 
100 by both the opeiating |Jr*Ssure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a upwanlly directed axial forec 
applied to the tubular support member 205. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic material 275 is controllably 
ramped down when the expansion cone segments 225 reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 
120. In Ais manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic defonnation 
of the expandable tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone segments 225 can be minimized. In a preferred 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substanUally Unear feshion from 100% to about 10% during the 
end of the extrusion pnwess beginning when the expansion cone segments 225 are within about 5 feet from 
completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion of the expandable tubular 
member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required operating pressure for plastically deforming and 
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radially expanding the upper end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparanis is at 
least reduced. 

Aitcmatively. or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the tubular support member 205 in order 
to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any 
conventional commercially available shock absorber, bumper sub. or jars adapted for use in wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is provided in the upper end ponion . 
of the expandable mbular member 120 in order to catch or at least decelerate the expansion cone segments 225. 

Alternatively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward axial force is applied to 
the tubular support member 215 sufficient to plastically defbm and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of 
the external surfaces, 225bb and 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 225. 

Alternatively, or m combination, in order to facilitate the pressurization of the interior 120a of the 
expandable Wbular member by the injection of the fluidic materials 275, the region within the wellbore section 1 15 
below the apparatus 200 may be fluidicly sealed off in a convention manner usmg, for example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 205. the tubular support 
member 210, the nibular support member 215, the end stop 220. the expansion cone segments 225. the split ring 
colhir 230. the dragblock assembly 235. the pack cup assembly 240. the spacer 245. the packer cup assembly 250. 
and the drag block assembly 255 are removed from the wellbore 100. 

In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 2h and 2i. the J-slots, 235d and 255e, include one or 
more intermediate retaining slots, 235db and 255eb, respectively, that permit the relative longitudinal displacement 
of the tubular support member 215 relative to the drag block assemblies, 235 and 255, to be set at one or more . 
mtermediate stop positions. In this manner, the expansion segments 225 may be positioned at one or mote 
intermediate positions on the tapered hexagonal portion 215gb of the expansion cone support body 215g thereby 
permitting the external diameter of the expansion cone segments 225 to be adjusted to one or more intermediate 
sizes, to thte manner, Ae radial expansion and plastic deformation of the expandable nibular member 120 be 
provided in differem operation stages, each having a different expansion diameter. Furthermore, if the expansion 
cone segments 225 become lodged within the expandable tubular member 120, then the position of the expansion 
cone segments may be adjusted to provide a smaller outside diameter and the radial expansion process may be 
continued by injecting the fluidic material 275 and/or applying an upward axial force to Ae rabular support member 
215. 

Refen-ingto Figs. 3 and 3a-3j, an alternative embodiment of an apparatus 300 for forming a wellbore 
casing in a subterranean foftnSition will now be described. The apparanis 300 includes a tubular support member 
305 defining an internal passage 305a that is coupled to an end of a mbular coupling 3 1 0 defining an internal 
passage 3 1 Oa. The other end of the hibular coupling 3 1 0 Is coupled to an end of a nibular support member 315 
defming an internal passage 315a that includes a first flange 315b having oppositely tapered end-walls, 31 5ba and 
3 1 5bb. a second flange 3 15c, a radial passage 3 1 Sd, a third flange 3 1 5e. a foutA flange 3 1 5^ a fifth flange 31 5g 
having oppositely tapwed end-walls, 315ga and 31 5gb. a fifth flange 315h. and an expansion cone support body 
315i. The other end of the tubular support member 315 is coupled to a tubular end stop 320 that defines a passage 
320a. 

As illustrated in Figs. 3d and 3e, the expansion cone support body 3 1 5i includes a first end 3 1 Sia. a tapered 
hexagonal portion 3 15ib that includes a plurality of T-shaped slots 3 ISiba provided on each of the external faceted 
surfaces of the tapered hexagonal ponion, and a second end 315ic. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack 
of the tapered hexagonal portion 3 1 Sib ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for reasons to be described. 

18 



wo 03/023178 PCT/US02/256O8 
As illustrated in Figs. 3, 3a-3c, and 3f-3h, a plurality of expansion cone segments 325 are provided that 
include finst ends 325a that include T-shaped retaining members 325aa and second ends 325b that include T-shaped 
retaining members 325ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 3 15iba on the tapered 
hexagonal portion 315ib of the expansion cone support body 3l5i, first external surfaces 325bb, second external 
surfaces 325bc, and third external surfaces 325bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone 
segments 325 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered hexagonal portion 3 1 Sib 
of the expansion cone support body 3 1 5i. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the first external surfaces 325bb of the expansion cone 
segments 325 increase in the direction of the second external surfaces 325bc. the widths of the second external 
surfaces are substantially constant, and the widths of the third external surfaces 325bd decrease in the direction of 
the first ends 325a of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
first external surfaces 325bb of the expansion cone segments 325 taper upwardly in the direction of the second 
external surfaces 325bc. the second external surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third external surfaces 
325bd, and the third external surfeces 325bd taper downwardly in the direction of the first ends 325a of the 
expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the tapd- 
of the first external surfeces 325bb of the expansion cone segments 325 are greater than the angle of attack of the 
taper of the second external surfaces 325bc. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second external surfaces, 
325bb and 325bc, of the expansion cone segments 325 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone segments 325 
are displaced in the direction of the end stop 320. the first and second external surfaces of the expansion cone 
segments provide a substantially continuous outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described 

As illustrated in Fig. 3i, in an exemplary embodiment, the external surfaces. 325bb. 325bc, and 325bd. of 
the second ends 325b of the expansion cone segments 325 are adapted to mate with one another in order to interlock 
adjacent expansion cone segments. 

A split ring collar 330 that defines a passage 330a for receiving the tubular support member 3 15 is provided 
that includes a first end that includes plurality of T-shaped slots 330b for receiving and mating with corresponding . 
T-shaped retaining members 325aa of the expansion cone segments 325 and a second end that includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 330c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring collar 330 is a conventional split ring collar 
commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present 
disclosure. 

A collet assembly 335 is provided that includes a support ring 335a that defines a passage 335aa for 
receiving the tubular support member 315 and is coupled to an end of a resilient collet 335b having upper and lower 
sets of oppositely tapered shoulders, 335ba and 335bb, and, 335bc and 335bd, respectively, that is positioned 
proximate the fourth flange 3 1 5g of the tubular support member 315. The other end of the collet 335b is coupled to 
an end of a tubular sleeve 335c that defines a passage 335ca. The other end pf the tubular sleeve 335c is coupled to 
an end of a pin 335d. The other end of the pin 335d is coupled to a ring 335e that defines a passage 335ea for 
receiving the fifth flange 3 15h of the tubular support member 3 1 5. An end of a tubular coupling sleeve 335f that 
defines a passage 335fa for receiving the tubular support member 3 1 5 is received within the opening 335ca of the 
tubular sleeve 335c that includes a recess 335fb for receiving the fifth flange 3 15h of the tubular support member 
31 5 and the ring 335e, and a radial passage 335fc for receiving the pin 335d, ; Another end of the tubular coupling 
sleeve 335f includes a passage 335fd for receiving the tubular support member 3 15 and a slot 335fe for receiving the 
L-shaped retaining member 330c of the split ring collar 330. A ring 335g that defines a passage 335ga for receiving 
the tubular support member 315, a spring 335h. and a ring 335i that defines a passage 335ia for receiving the tubular 
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suppon member 315 are also received within the recess 335fb. The ring 335g is positioned proximate one end of the 
recess 335fb, the ring 3351 is positioned proximate the fifth flange 3 15h of the tubular support member 3 15 within 
*e other end of the recess, and the spring 335h is positioned between the rings. 

A first conventional packer cup assembly 340 that defines a passage 340a for receiving the mbular support 
member 3 1 5 includes a first end 340b that mates with the fourth flange 3 1 5f of the tubular support member, a 
conventional sealing cup 340c, and a second end 340d. A tubular spacer 345 that defu.es a passage 345a for 
receiving the ttibular support member 315 includes a first end 345b that mates with the second end 340d of the first 
packer cup assembly 340 and a second end 345c. A second conventional packer cup assembly 350 that defines a 
pass^ 350a for receiving the tubular support member315includesafirst end 350b that mates with the second end 

345c of the spacer 345. a conventional sealing cup 350c, and a second end 350d that mates with the third fiange 
3 1 5e of the tubular support member. 

A collet assembly 355 is provided that includes a support ring 355a that dcfmes a passage 355aa for 
receiving the mbular support member 3 1 5 and is coupled to an end of a resilient collet 355b having upper and lower 
sets of oppositely tapered shoulders. 355ba and 355bb, and. 355bc and 355bd, respectively, that is positioned 
proximate the first flange 3l5b of the tubular support member 315. TTie other end of the collet 355b is coupled to an 
end of a mbular sleeve 355c that defines a passage 355ca. The other end of the tubular sleeve 355c is coupled to an 
end of a pin 355d. TUe other end of the pin 355d is coupled to a ring 355e that defines a passage 355ea for receiving 
the second flange 315c of the tubular support member 315. An end of a tubular sleeve 355f that defines a passage 
355fa for receiving the tubular support member 3 15 is received within the opening 355ca of the tubular sleeve 355c 
that includes a recess 355fl) for receiving the second flange 3 15c of Ae tubular support member 315 and the ring 
355e, and a radial passage 355fi: for receiving the pin 355d. Another end of the tubular sleeve 355f includes a 
passage 355fd for receiving the tubular support member 315, , a recess 355fe for receiving an end of the tubular 
sleeve 355c. and sealing membeis 355ff. A ring 355g that defines a passage 355ga for receiving the tubular support 
member 315 and a spring 355h are also received within the recess 355fl>. An end of the ring 355g is positioned 
proximate the second flange 3 1 5c of the tubular support member 3 15 within an end of the recess 355fb and the other 
end of the ring is positioned an end of the spring 355h. The other end of the spring 355h is positioned proximate the 

other end of the recess 355fb. 

m an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 300, as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 3a-3j. the 
apparatus may be initially positioned in the wellbore 100. within the casing 110. with the collet assemblies 335 and 
355 positioned in a neutral position in which the radial passage 3 15d of ttie tubular support member 3 15 is not 
covered by the tubular sleiVif 355f and the expansion cone segmente 325 are not driven up the tapered hexagonal 
portion 3 1 Sib of the expansion cone support body 3 1 5i of the tubular suppon member 3 1 5 into contact with the stop 
member 320. In this manner, fluidic materials within the interior 3 15a of the mbular support member 3 1 5 may pass 
throu^ the radial passage 315d into the annulus between the apparatus 300 and the casing 1 10 thereby preventing 
; over pressurization of die annulus. Furthennore, in this manner, the outside diameter ofthe expansion cone 

segments 325 is less than or equal to die outside diameter ofthe stop member 320 thereby pennitting the apparatus 
300 to be displaced within die casing 110. 

As illustrated in Figs. 4, and 4a-4d, the apparatus 300 may then be positioned in the tubular member 120. 
During the insertion ofthe apparanis into the tubular member 120. the upper end 120b ofthe mbular member may 
D impact the tapered shoulders. 335bb and 355bb, of die collets, 335b and 355b, respectively, ttiereby driving the 
collets backward until the tapered shoulders, 335bd and 355bd. ofthe collets are positioned proximate the tapered 
shoulders. 31 5ga and 315ba. respectively, ofthe tubular support member. As a result, the support rings, 335a and 
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355a. the collets. 335b and 355b, the tubular sleeves. 335c and 355c the pins. 335d and 355d, the rings. 335e and 
355e. and the rings, 335g and 355g. of the collet assemblies, 335 and 355, respectively, are driven backwd. 
compressing the springs, 335h and 355h. thereby applying axial biasing forces to the tubular coupling sleeve 335f 
and the tubular sleeve 355f, respeaively. In this manner, an axial biasing force is applied to the split ring collar 330 
and the expansion cone segments 325 that prevents the expansion cone segments liom being driven up the tapered 
hexagonal portion 315ib of the expansion cone support body 315i of the tubular support member 315 into contact 
with the stop member 320. TTtus. the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 325 is maintained in a 
position that is less than the inside diameter of the tubular member 120 thereby permitting the apparatus 300 to be 
displaced within the tubular member. Furthermore, in this manner, an axial biasing force is applied to the tubular 
sleeve 355f thereby preventing the tubular sleeve from covering the radial passage 3 15d in the tubular support 
member 315. Thus, fluidic materials within the interior 315a of the tubular support member 315 may pass through 
the radial passage 3 15d into the annulus between the apparams 300 and the tubular member 120 thereby preveming 
over pressor izatioD of the annulus. 

The apparatus 300 may then be at least partiaUy positioned in the open hole section 11 5a of the wellbore 
section 1 15, beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular member 120. In an exemplary embodiment, that portion of 
the apparatus 300 that includes the stop member 320, the expansion cone segments 325. the split ring collar 330, the 
collet assembly 335, the packer cup assembly 340, the spacer 345, the packer cup assembly 350, and the collet 
assembly 355 is then positioned in the open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore section 115, beyond the lower end 
120 of the tubular member for reasons to be described. Because the collets, 335b and 355b, are resilient, once the 
apparatus 300 has been positioned in the open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore section 1 15, beyond the lower end 
120c of the tubular member 120. the tapered shoulders, 335ba and 355ba, of the collets may spring outwardly in the 
radial direction. 

The apparatus 300 may then be repositioned at least partially back within the tubular member 120. During 
the re-insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 120, the lower end 120c of the tubular member may impact 
the tapered shoulders. 335ba and 355ba. of the collets, 335b and 355b, respectively, thereby driving the collets 
forward until the tapered shoulders, 335bc and 355bc, of the collets are positioned proximate the tapered shoulders. 
315gb and 3 15bb. respectively, of the tubular support member 315. As a result, the support rings, 335a and 355a, 
the collets, 335b and 355b. the tubular sleeves, 335c and 355c, the pins. 335d and 355d, the rings, 335e and 355e. 
the tubular coupling sleeve 335f, the tubular sleeve 355f, the rings, 335g and 355g, and the ring 335i of the collet 
assemblies, 335-and 355, respectively, are driven fonvard, tticrcby compressing the springs, 335h and 355h, thereby 
sealing off the radial passafel 15d and driving the expansion cone segments 325 up the tapered hexagonal portion 
3 1 5ib of the expansion cone support body 3 1 5i of the tubular support member 3 1 5 into contact with the stop 
member 320. 

As a result, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 325 is now greater than the inside 
diameter of expandable tubular member 120 thereby permitting the apparatus 3O0 to be used to radially expand and 
plastically deform the tubular member, and fluidic materials within the interior 3 15a of the mbular support member 
3 1 5 may no longer pass through the radial passage 315d into the annulus between the apparatus 300 and the tubular 
member thereby permitting the interior of the apparatus to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 300 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically deform the mbular member 120 
by applying an upward axial force to the mbular support member 3 1 5 and/or by injecting a pressurized nuidic 
material into the tubular support member. 
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In particular, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and Sa-Sd. the expandable tubulair member 120 may then be radially 
expanded using the apparatus 300 by injecting a fluidic material 275 into the apparatus through the pzssag^s 305a, 
310a, 315a, and 320a. The injection of the fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior I20a of the expandable 
tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies, 340 and 350, sea! off an annular region 120aa 
below the packer cup assemblies bet^veen the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support member ,3 15, 
the injection of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued injection of the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the interior 120a of the expandable 
tubular member 120 thereby plastically defonning and radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the 
expansion cone segments 325. Because the outer surfaces, 325bb and 325bc, if the expansion cone segments 325 
are tapered, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 proximate the 
expansion cone segments is facilitated. Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection of the 
fluidic material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120aa defined between the interior surface of the expandable 
nibular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular support member 315 that is bounded on the upper end by 
the packer cup assembly 340 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 325. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the prcssurization of the annular region 120aa also radially expands at least a portion of the 
surrounding portion of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, the plastic defonnation and radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 300, 
the packer cup assemblies 340 and 350 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 from passing above and beyond 
the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the length of the pressurized annular region 120aa. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region I20aa decreases the operating pressures required for plastic 
deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 by as much as 50% and also reduces the 
angle of attock of the tapered external surfaces, 325bb and 325bc, of the expansion cone segments 325. 

The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 may then continue until the upper end 120b of 
the expandable tubular member is radially expanded and plastically deformed along with the overlapping portion of 
the wellbore casing 1 10. Because the expansion cone segments 325 may be adjustable positioned fh)m an outside 
diameter less than the inside diameter of the expandable tubular member 120 to an outside diameter substantially 
equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing casing 1 10, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 110 
and the radially expanded tubular member 120, created by the operation of the apparattjs 300 may have a single 
substantially constant inside diameter thereby providing a mono-diameter wellbore casing. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 325 maybe raised out of the expanded 
portion of the tubular menlbeV 120 by applying an upward axial force to the nibular support member 315. In a 
preferred embodiment, during the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 325 are raised at 
approximately the same rate as the tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep the mbular member stationary 
relative to the new wellbore section 115. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 1 20 and the 
lower portion of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overlap with one another are plastically deformed and radially 
expanded by the expansion cone segments 325, the expansion cone segments are displaced out of the wellbore 100 
by both the operating pressure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a upwardly directed axial force 
applied to the tubular support member 305. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic material 275 is controllably 
ramped down when the expansion cone segments 325 reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 
120. In this manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic deformation 
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of the expandable tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone segments 325 can be minimized. In a preferred 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substaniiaUy linear fashion from 1 00% to about 1 0% during the 
end of the extnision process beginning when the expansion cone segments 325 are within about 5 feet from 
completion of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion of the expandable tubular 
member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required operating pressure for plastically defoming and 
radially expanding the upper end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparanis is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the tubular support member 305 in order 
to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any 
conventional commercially available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is provided in the upper end portion 
of the expandable tubular member 120 in order to catch or at least decelerate the expansion cone segments 325. 

Alternatively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward axial force is applied to 
the mbular support member 3 1 5 sufficient to plasticdly defom and radial^ 
the external surfaces. 225bb and 225bc, of the expansion cone segments 325, 

Akematively, or in combination, in order to facilitate tfie pressurization of the interior 120a of the 
expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluidic materials 275. the region within the wellbore section 1 1 5 
below the apparatus 300 may be fluidicly sealed off in a convention manner using, for example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 305, the mbular support 
member 3 10, Ae tubular support member 3 1 5, the end stop 320, the expansion cone segments 325. the split ring 
collar 330. the collet assembly 335. the packer cup assembly 340, the spacer 345. the packer cup assembly 350, and 
the collet assembly 355 are removed from the wellbores 100 and 1 1 5. 

Referring to Figs. 6 and 6a-6k, an alternative embodiment of an apparatus 400 for forming a wellbore 
casing in a subterranean formation will now be described. The apparatus 400 includes a tubular support member 
405 defining an internal passage 405a that is coupled to an end of a mbular coupling 4 1 0 defining an internal 
passage 410a. The other end of the tubular coupling 410 is coupled to an end of a tubular support member 415 
defining an internal passage 415a that includes a first flange 415b. a first radial passage 415c. a second radial 
passive 415d. a second flange 415e, a stepped flange 415f. a third flange 415g, a fourth flange 415h, a fifth flange 
4)5i. and an expansion cone body 415j. The other end of the tubular support member 415 is coupled to a tubular 
end stop 420 that defines arpslssage 420a. 

As illustrated in Figs. 6e and 6f, the expansion cone support body 4 1 5j includes a first end 4 1 5ja, a tapered 
hexagonal portion 4 1 5jb that includes a plurality of T-shaped slots 4 1 5Jba provided on each of the external faceted 
surfaces of the tapered hexagonal portion, and a second end 415jc. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack 
of the tapered hexagonal portion 415jb ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Figs. 6, 6a-6d, and 6g-6i, a plurality of expansion cone segments 425 are provided that 
include first ends 425a that include T-shaped retaining members 425aa and second ends 425b that include T-shaped 
retaining members 425ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 4 1 5jba on the tapered 
hexagonal portion 415jb of the expansion cone support body 415j, first external surfaces 425bb. second external 
surfaces 425bc, and third external surfaces 425bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of six expansion cone 
segments 425 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered hexagonal portion 4 1 5jb 
of the expansion cone support body 415j. 
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In an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the fust external surfaces 425bb of the expansion cone 
segments 425 increase in the direction of the second external surfaces 425bc. the widths of the second external 
surfaces are substantially constant, and the widths of the third external surfaces 425bd decrease in the direction of 
the first ends 42Sa of the expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
first external surfaces 425bb of the expansion cone segmenu 425 taper upwardly in the direction of the second 
externalsurfaces425bc.thesecondexternalsurfi«:estaperupwardlyinthedirectionofthethirdextern^ . 

4')5bd, and the third external surfaces 425bd taper downwardly in the direction of the first ends 423a of the 
expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper 
of the first external surfiices 425bb of the expansion cone segments 425 are greater than the angle of attack of the 
taper of the second external surfeces 425bc. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second external surfaces. 
425bb and 425bc, of the expansion cone segments 425 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone segments 425 
are displaced in the direction of the end stop 420, the first and second external surfaces of the expansion cone 
segments provide a substantially continuous outer circumferential surfece for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Fig. 6j, in an exemplary embodiment, the external surfeces. 425bb, 425bc, and 425bd, of 
the second ends425b of the expansion cone segments 425 are adapted to mate with one another in order to interlock 
adjacent expansion cone segments. 

A split rmg collar 430 that defines a passage 430a for receiving the tubular support member 4 1 5 is provided 
that includes a first end that includes plurality of T-shaped slots 430b for receiving and mating with correspondiiig 
T-shaped retaining members 425aB of the expansion cone segments 425 and a second end that includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 430c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring collar430 is a conventional split ring collar 
commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present 
disclosure. 

A dog assembly 435 is provided that includes a tubular sleeve 435a that defines a passage 435aa for 
receiving the tubular support member 415 that includes a first end that includes a slot 435ab for receiving and 
mating with the L-shaped retaining member 430c of the split ring collar 430, a radial passage 435ac. and a recess 
435ad for receiving the fif»h flange 415a of the tubular support member 41 5. A second end of the tubular sleeve 
435a includes a flange 435ae that mates with the fourth flange 4l5h of the tubular support member 415. A retaining 
ring 435b that defines a passage 435ba for receiving the fifth flange 4l5i is received within the recess 435ad of the 
nibular sleeve 435a and is coupled to an end of a load transfer pin 435c. The opposite end of the load transfia- pin 
435c is received within the radial passage 435ac of the tubular sleeve 435a and is coupled to an end of a toibul^ 
sleeve 435d that includes ivicess 435da at a first end for receiving the nibular sleeve 435a, and a radial opening 
435dc for receiving a conventional resilient dog 435e. A spring 435f and a ring 435g that defines a passage 435ga 
for receiving the ftibular support member 4 1 5 are received within the recess 435ad of the nibular sleeve 435a 
between a first end of the recess and the fifth flange 4l5i of the tubular support member. 

A first conventional packer cup assembly 440 that defines a passage 440a for receiving the tubular support 
member 415 mcludes a first end 440b that mates with the four* flange 4 1 5g of the tubular support member, a 
conventional sealing cup 440c, and a second end 440d. A tubular spacer 445 that defines a passage 445a for 
receivingUiembular support mcmber4I5 includes a first end 445b that mates with the second end 440d of the first 
packer cup assembly 440 and a second end 445c. A second conventional p^ker cup assembly 450 that defines a 
passage 450a for receiving the tubular support member 4 1 5 includes a furst end 450b that mates with the second end 
445c of the spacer 445, a conventional sealing cup 450c, and a second end 450d that mates with the stepped flange 
4 1 Sf of the tubular support member. 
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A dog assembly 455 is provided that inctades a tubular sleeve 455a that defines a passage 455aa for 
receiving the mbularsupportineinber415. A first end of the tubular sleeve 455a includes aradial opening 455ab for 
receiving a conventional resilient dog 455b. A second end of the tubular sleeve 455a includes a recess 455ac and is 
coupled to an end of a load transfer pin 455c. The opposite end of the load transfer pin 455c is coupled to a 
retaining ring 455d that defines a passage 455da for receiving the tubular support member 415. A tubular sleeve 
455e is received within the recess 455ac of the tubular sleeve 455a that defines a passage 455ea for receiving the 
tubular support member 415 and includes a first end that includes a radial passage 455eb for receiving the load 
transfer pin 455c and a recess 455ec for receiving a spring 455f. A ring 455g that defines a passage 455ga for 
receiving the tubular support member 41 5 b fiirther received within the recess 455ec of the nibalar sleeve 455e 

between the spring455f and the second flange 415e of the tubular support member 4 15. A second end of the tubular 
sleeve 455e includes a radial passage 455ed, sealing members. 455ef and 455eg, and a recess 455eh that mates with 
thefirstflange 415bof the tubularsupportmember415. 

In an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 400, as illustrated in Figs. 6 and 6a-6k, the 
apparatus may be initially positioned in the wellbore 100, within the casing 1 10. with the dog assemblies 435 and 
455 positioned inaneutnil position in which the radial passage415d of the tubular support mcmber415 is fiuidicly 
coupled to the radial passage 455ed of the dog assembly 455 and the expansion cone segments 425 arc not driven up 
the tapered hexagonal portion 415jb of the expansion cone support body 4I5j of the tubular support member 415 
into contact with the stop member 320. In this manner, fluidic materials within the interior 41 5a of the tubular 
support member 415 may pass through the radial passages, 415d and 455ed. into the annulus between the apparatus 
400 and the casing 1 10 thereby preventing over pressurization of the annulus. Furthennore. m this manner, the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segmenu 425 U less than or equal to the outside diameter of the stop 
member 420 thereby permitting the apparanis 400 to be displaced within the casing 1 1 0. 

As illustrated in Figs. 7. and 7a-7c Ae apparatus 400 may then be positioned in the tubular member 120. 
During the insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 120. the upper end 120b of the tubular member may 
impact the ends of the resilient dogs. 435e and 455b, of the dog assemblies, 435 and 455. respectively, thereby 
driving the resilient dogs. 43 5e and 455b, backwards off of and adjacent to one side of the flanges. 415h and 4l5f, 
respectively. As a result of the backward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e. the tubular sleeve 435d. the 
pin 43 5c. the retaining ring 435b. and the ring 435g of the dog assembly 435 are driven backward thereby 
compressing the spring 435f and applying an axial biasing force to the tubular sleeve 435a that prevents the 
expansion cone segments 425 fiom being displaced towaid the end stop 420. As a result of the backward axial 
displacement of the resiliefi^'dog 455b. the tubular sleeve 455a, the pin 455c, the retaining ring 455d. and the ring 
455g of the dog assembly 455 are driven backwartl thereby compressing the spring 455f and applying an axial 
biasing force to the tubular sleeve 455e that prevents the radial pass^es, 4 1 5d and 455ed from being fiuidicly 
decoupled. 

The apparanis 400 may then be at least partially positioned in the open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore 
section 1 1 5, beyond the lower aid 120c of the tubular member 120. In an exemptaiy embodiment, tiiat portion of 
the apparatus 400 that includes the stop member 420, the expansion cone segmente 425, the split ring collar 430, the 
dog assembly 435, the packer cup assembly 440. the spacer 445, the packer cup assembly 450, and the dog assembly 
455 is then positioned in the open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore section 1 15. beyond the lower end 120 of the 
tubular member for reasons to be described. Because the dogs. 435e and 455b, of the dog assemblies, 435 and 455. 
respectively, ans resilient, once the apparams 400 has been positioned in tiie open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore 
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section 1 15, beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular member 120, the resilient dogs, 435e and 455b, of the dog 
assemblies may spring outwardly in the radial direction. 

The apparams 400 may then be repositioned at least partially back within the nibular member 1 20. During 
the re-insertion of the apparams imo the tubular member 120, the lower end 120c of the tubular member may impact 
the ends of the resilient dogs, 435e and 455b, of the dog assemblies, 435 and 455, respectively, thereby driving the 
resilient dogs forward until the resilient dogs are positioned beyond and adjacent to the other side of the flanges, 
415h and 415f, of the tubular support mcmber415. 

As a result, of the forward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e, the tubular sleeve 435a, the 
retaining ring 435b. the pin 435c, the tubular sleeve 435d. the spring 435f, and the ring 435g of the dog assembly 
435 arc displaced in the forward axial direction thereby also displacing the split ring collar 430 and the expansion 
cone segments 425 in the forward axial direction. As a resuh, the expansion cone segments 425 are driven up the 
tapered hexagonal portion 415jb of the expansion cone support body 415j of the mbular support member 415 into 
contact with the stop member 320. 

As a rtsuh of Ac forward axial displacement of the resilient dog 455b, the tubular sleeve 455a, the pin 
455c, the retaining ring 455d, the tubular sleeve 455e. the spring 455f, and the ring 455g of the dog assembly 455 
are driven forward in the axial direction thereby fluldicly decoupling the radial passages, 4 1 5d and 455ed, and 
fluidicly coupling the radial passages 4 1 5c and 415d. As a result fluidic materials within the ttibular support 
member 415 may not pass into the annulus between the tubular support member and the nibular member 120. 

As a resuh of the forward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e, the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone segments 425 is now greater than the inside diameter of expandable tubular member 120 thereby 
permitting the apparatus 400 to be used to radially expand and plastically deform the tubular member, and fluidic 
materials within the interior 4 1 5a of the tubular support member 4 1 5 may no longer pass through the radial 
passages, 415d and 455cd, into the annulus between the apparams 400 and the mbular member thereby permitting 
the interior of the apparatus to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 400 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically deform the tubular member 120 
by applying an upward axial force to the tubular support member 4 1 5 and/or by injecting a pressurired fluidic 
material into the tubular support member. 

In particular, as illustrated in Figs. 8 and 8a-8d, the expandable tubular member 1 20 may then be radially 
expanded using the l^)paratu5 400 by injecting a fluidic material 275 into the apparatus through the passages 405a, 
3 1 Oa, 4 1 5a, and 420a. The injection of the fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior 1 20a of the expandable 
tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies, 440 and 450, seal off an annular region I20aa 
below the packer cup assemblies between the expandable tubular member 120 and the tubular support member 41 5, 
the injection of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued injection of the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the interior 120a of the expandable 
tubular member 120 thereby plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member off of the 
expansion cone segments 425. Because the outer surfaces. 425bb and 425bc, of Ac expansion cone segments 425 
are tapered, the plastic deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 proximate the 
expansion cone segments is fecilitated. Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection of the 
fluidic material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120aa defined between the interior surface of the expandable 
mbular member 120 and the exterior surface of the tubular support member 415 that is bounded on the upper end by 
the packer cup assembly 440 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 425. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 120aa also radially expands at least a portion of the 
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suiTOunding portion Of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, the plastic defoimation and radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparams 300, 
the packer cup assemblies 440 and 450 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 from passing above and beyond 
the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the length of the pressurized annular region I20aa. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 1 20aa decreases the operating pressures required for plastic 
deformation and radial expansion of the expandable nibular member 120 by as much as 50% and also reduces the 
angle of attack of the tapered external surfaces, 425bb and 425bc, of the expansion cone segments 425. 

The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 may then'continue until the upper end I20b of 
the expandable mbular member is radially expanded and plastically deformed along with the overlapping portion of 
Che wellbore casing 110. Because the expansion cone segments 425 may be adjustably positioned from an outside 
diameter less than the inside diameter of the expandable tubular member 120 to an outside diameter substantially 
equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing casing 1 1 0, the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 1 1 0 
and the radially expanded ttibular member 120, created by the operation of the apparattis 400 may have a single 
substantially constant inside diameter thereby providing a mono^diameter wellbore casing. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 425 may be raised out of the expanded 
portion of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the mbular support member 4 1 5. In a 
preferred embodiment, during the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 425 arc raised at 
approximately the same rate as the tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep the tubular member stationary 
relative to the new wellbore section 115. 

In a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 and the 
lower portion of the wellbore casing 1 10 that overlap with one another are plastically deformed and radially 
expanded by the expansion cone segments 425, the expansion cone segments are displaced out of the wellbore 100 
by both the operating pressure within the interior of the tubular member 120 and a upwardly directed axial force 
applied to the tubular support member 405. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the fluidic material 275 is controllably 
ramped down when the expansion cone segments 425 reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 
120. In this manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic deformation 
of the expandable mbular member 120 off of the expansion cone segments 425 can be minimized. In a preferred, 
embodiment, the operating pressure is induced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% to about 10% during the 
end of the extrusion process beginning when the expansion cone segments 425 are within about 5 feet from 
completion of the extnisioif process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, tfie wall thickness of the upper end portion of the expandable tubular 
member 120 is tapered in order to gradually reduce the required operating pressure for plastically deforming and 
radially expanding the upper end portion of the tubular member. In this manner, shock loading of the apparanis is at 
least reduced. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the tubular support member 405 in order 
to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of pressure. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any 
conventional commercially available shock absorber, bumper sub, or jars adapted for use in wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, an expansion cone catching structure is provided in the upper end portion 
of the expandable tubular member 120 in order to catch or at least decelerate the expansion cone segments 425. 
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Alternatively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward axial force is applied to 
the wbular support member415 sufficient to plastically deform and radially expand the tubular member 1^ 

the external surfaces. 225bb and 225bc,ofdie expansion cone segments 425. . 

Alternatively, or in combination, in order to facilitate the pressurization of the interior 120a of the 
expandable tubular member by the injection of the fluidic materials 275. the region within the wellbore section 1 15 
below the apparams 400 may be fluidicly sealed off in a convention manner using, for example, a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 405. the nibuiar suppon 
member 410, the tubular support member 415, the end stop 420, the expansion'cone segments 425. the split ring 
collar 430. the dog assembly 435, the packer cup assembly 440. the spacer 445, the packer cup assembly 450, and 
the dog assembly 455 are removed &om the wellbores 100 and 1 15. 

Referring now to Figs. 9. 9a, 10 and 10a, an embodiment of an adjustable expansion cone assembly 500 
will be described. The assembly 500 includes a tubular support member 505 that defines a passage 505a and 
includes a flange 505b, an expansion cone support flange assembly 505c, and an end stop 505d. The expansion 
cone support flange assembly 505c includes a mbular body 505ca and a plurality of equally spaced apart expansion 
cone segment support members 505cb that extend outwardly from the tubular body in the radial direction that each 
include identical bases 505cba and extensions 505cbb. The support members 505cb further include first sections 
505cbc having arcuate conical outer surfaces and second sections 505cbd having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces 

for reasons to be described. 

An expansion cone segment assembly 510 is provided that includes a nibular support 510a defining a 
passage SlOaa for receiving the wbular support member 505 and a slot 5 lOab; A plurality of spaced apart and 
substantially identical resilient expansion cone segment collets 510b extend firomthe tubular support 510a in the 
axial direction that inchide expansion cone segments 5IOba extending therefiom in the axial direction. Each of the 
expansion cone segments SlOba further include arcuate conical expansion surfaces SlObaa fi>r radially expanding an 
expandable tubular member. 

A split ring collar 5 1 5 is provided that defines a passage 5 1 5a for receiving the tubular support member 505 
that includes an L-shaped retaining member 515b at one end for mating with the slot 5 lOab of the tubular support 
5l0a of the expansion cone segment assembly 510. Anothea- end of the split ring collar 515 includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 515c. A nibular sleeve 520 is provided that defines a passage 520a for receiving the tubular 
support member 505 ttiat includes a slot 520b for receiving the L-shaped retaining member 515c of the split ring 
collar 515. 

During operation Dfthe assembly 500, as illustrated in Figs. 9 and 9a, in an unexpanded position, the 
expansion cone segments SlOba of the expansion cone segment assembly 510 are positioned adjacent to the base of 
the conical section 505cbc of die expansion cone segment support members 505cb with the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone segments less than or equal to the maximum outside diameter of the assembly. As illustrated in 
Figs. 10 and lOa, the assembly 500 may then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 520, the split ring coHar 
515. and the expansion cone segment assembly 510 in the axial direction towards the expansion cone segment 
support members 505cb. As a result, the expansion cone segmente 5 1 Oba are driven up the conical section 505cbc 
of the expansion cone segment suppon members 50Scb and then onto the cylindrical section 505cbd of the 
expansion cone segment support members until the expansion cone segments impact the end stop 505d. In this 
manner, the outside diameter of the expansion segments 5 1 Oba is greater than the maximum diameter of the 
remaining components of the assembly 500. Furthermore, the conical outer surfaces SlObaa of die expansion cone 
segments 5 lOba may now be used to radially expand a tubular member. Note that the extensions 505cbb of die 
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expansion cone segment suppon members 505cb provide support in the circumferential direction to the adjacent 
expansion cone segments SlOba. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer conical surfaces SlObaa of the expansion 
cone segments SlOba in the expanded position of the assembly 500 provide a substantially continuous outer corneal 

surfeces in the circumferential direction. 

The assembly 500 may then be remmed to the unexpanded position by displacing the tubular sleeve 520. 
thespHtringcollarSlS.andtheexpansionconesegmemassemblySlOintheaxialdirectionawayfh.^ . 
expansion cone segment support members SOScb. As a result, the expansion cone segments 510ba are displaced off 
of the cylindrical section 505cbd and the conical section 505cbc of the expansion cone segment support members 
505cb Because the collets 5 10b of the expansion cone segment assembly 5 1 0 are resilient, the expansion segments 
5 lOba are thereby retunted to a position in which the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or 
equal to the maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 500. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 500 is incorporated into the assemblies 200, 300 and/or 

400. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 1, 11 a. 12 and 12a, an embodiment of an adjustable expansion cone assembly 600 
will be described. Tte assembly 600 includes a tubular support member 605 that defines a passage 605a and 
includes an expansion cone support flange assembly 605b. and an end stop 605c. The expansion cone support 
flange assembly 605b includes a tubular body 605ba and a plurality of equally spaced apart expansion cone segmem 
substamially identical support members 605bb that extend outwardly from the tubular body in the radial direction. 
The support members 605bb further include first sections 605bba having arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces, second 
sections 605bbb having arcuate conical outer surfiices. and third sections 605bbc having arcuate cylindrical outer 
surfaces for reasons to be described. 

An expansion cone segment assembly 610 is provided that includes a tubular support 610a defining a 
passage 6}0aa for receiving the tubular support member 605 and a slot 6I0ab. A plurality of spaced apart and 
substantially identical resilient expansion cone segment collets 610b extend from the tubular support 610a in the 
axial direction that include expansion cone segments 6 lOba extending therefrom in the axial direction. Each of the 
expansion cone segments 610ba further include arcuate conical expansion surfaces 610baa for radially expanding an 

expandable tubular member. 

A split ring colta- 6 15 is provided that defines a passage 615a for receiving the tubular support member 605 
that includes an L-shaped retaining member 615b at one end for mating with the slot 610ab of the tubular support 
610a of the expansion cone segment assembly 610. Another end of the split ring collar 615 includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 61 5c. A-nibiilar sleeve 620 is provided that defines a passage 620a for receiving the tubular 
support member 605 that includes a slot 620b for receiving the L-shaped retaining member 615c of the split ring 
collar 6 1 5. 

During operation of the assembly 600, as illustrated in Figs. 1 1 and lla. in an unexpanded position, the 
expansion cone segments 610ba of the expansion cone segment assembly 610 are positioned on the cylindrical 
section 605bba. adjacent to the base of the conical section 605bbb, of the expansion cone segment support members 
605bb with the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments less than or equal to the maximum outside diameter 
of the assembly. As illustrated in Figs. 12 and 12a, the assembly 600 may then be expanded by displacing the 
tubular sleeve 620, the split ring collar 615, and the expansion cone segment assembly 610 in the axial direction 
1 towards the expansion cone segment support members 605bb. As a result, the expansion cone segments 610ba are 
driven up the conical section 605bbb of Ae expansion cone segment suwwrt members 605bb and then onto the 
cylindrical section 605bbc of the expansion cone segment support members until the expansion cone segments 
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impact the end stop 605c. In this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion segmems 6 1 Oba is greater than the 
maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 600. Funhcnnore. the conical ou.er surfaces 
610baa of the expansion cone segments 610ba may no>v be used to radially expand a tubular member. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the outer conical surfaces 6l0baa of the expansion cone segments 610ba m the expanded 
position of die assembly 600 provide a substantially continuous outer conical surfaces in the circumferential 

direction. v . i iton 

The assembly 600 may then be returned to the unexpanded position by displacing the tubular sleeve 620. 

the split ring collar 61 5, and the expansion cone segmem assembly 6 10 In the axial direction away from the 

expansion cone segment support members 605bb. As a tesult, the expansion cone segments 6 1 Oba are displaced off 

of the cylindrical section 605bbc and the conical section 605bbb and back onto the cylindrical section 605bba of the 

expansion cone segment support members 605bb. Because the collets 610b of the expansion cone segmem 

assembly 610 are resilient, the expansion segments 610ba are thereby remmed to a position in which the outs.de 

diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the maximum diameter of the remaining 

componenu of the assembly 600. 

In seveiBl alternative embodiments, the assembly 600 is incorporated into the assemblies 200. 300 and/or 

400. 

Referring nov/ to Figs. 13. 13a, 13b, 13c. 14 and 14a, an embodiment of an adjustable expansion cone 
assembly 700 will be described. The assembly 700 includes a tubular support member 705 that defines a passage 
705a and includes an expansion cone support flange assembly 705b. and an end stop 705c. The expansion cone 
support flange assembly 705b includes a tubular body 705ba and a plurality of equally spaced apart expansion cone 
segmem substamially identical support members 705bb that extend outwardly from the tubular body in the radial 
direction. The support members 705bb fiirther include first sections 705bba having arcuate cylindrical outer 
surfkces. second sections 705bbb having arcuate conical miter surfaces, and third sections 705bbc having arcuate 
cylindrical outer surfoces for reasons to be described. 

An expansion cone segmem assembly 7 10 is provided that includes a first tubular support 710a defining a 
passage 710aa for receiving the tubular support member 705 that includes a slot 710ab and a second tubular support 
710b defining a passage 710ba for receiving the tubular support member 705 that includes a plurality of spaced apart 
and substantially identical axial slots 710bb. A plurality of spaced apart and substantially identical resiliem 
expansion cone segment collets 710ac extend from the first tubular support 710a in the axial direction and are 
received within coiiesponding ones of the axial slots 710bb in the second tubular support 710b that include 
substantially identical exptoiion cone segments 710aca extending therefrom in the axial direction. A plurality of 
spaced apart and substantially identical resilient expansion cone segment collets 7 1 Obc extend from the second 
tubular support 7I0b in the axial direction that are interleaved and overiap with the expansion cone segmeM collets 
7 lOac and that include substantially identical expansion cone segmente 710bca extending therefrom in the axial 
direction. Each of the expansion cone segments, 7108ca and 7 lObca, fiirther im:lude arcuate conical expansion 
surfaces, 710acaa and 710bcaa, respectively, for radially expanding an expandable tubular member. A plurality of 
pins 715a-715d couple the expansion cone segment collets 710ac to the second tubular support 710b. 

A split ring collar 720 is provided that defines a passage 720a for receiving the tubular support member 705 
that includes an L-shaped retaining member 720b at one end for mating with the slot 710ab of d»e first tubular 
I support 710a of the expansion cone segment assembly 710. Another end of the split ring collar 720 includes an L- 
shaped retaining member 720c. A mbular sleeve 725 is p«>vlded that defines a passage 725a for receiving the 
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tubular support member 705 that includes a sJot 725b for receiving the L-shaped retaining member 720c of the split 
ring collar 720. 

During operation of the assembly 700, as illustrated in Figs. 13, 13a, I3b, and 13c. in an unexpanded 
position, the expansion cone segments 7l0aca of the expansion cone segment assembly 710 overlap with and are 
positioned over the expansion cone segments 710bca of the expansion cone segment assembly, adjacent to the base 
of the conical section 705bbb, of the expansion cone segment support members 705bb with the outside diameter of 
the expansion cone segments less than or equal to the maximum outside diameter of the assembly. As illustrated in 
Figs. 14 and I4a, the assembly 700 may then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 725, the split ring collar 
720, and the expansion cone segment assembly 710 In the axial direction tovrards the expansion cone segment 
support membeis 705bb. As a result, the expansion cone segments, 7 lOaca and 710bca, are driven up the conical 
section 705bbb of the expansion cone segment support members 705bb and then onto the cylindrical section 705bbc 
of the expansion cone segment support members untU the expansion cone segments impact the end stop 705c. In 
this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion segments, 710aca and 71 Obca, is greater than the maximum 
diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 700. Furthermore, the conical outer surfaces, TlOacaa and 
710bcaa, of the expansion cone segments, 710aca and 710bca. respectively, may now be used to radially expand a 
tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer conical surfaces, 7 lOacaa and 710bcaa, of the expansion 
cone segments. 71 Oaca and 710bca, respectively, in the expanded position of the assembly 700 provide a 
substantially continuous outer conical surfaces in the circumferential direction. 

The assembly 700 may then be returned to the unexpanded position by displacing the tubular sleeve 720, 
the split ring collar 715, and the expansion cone segment assembly 710 in the axial direction away from the 
expansion cone segment support members 705bb. As a result, the expansion cone segments, 710aca and 710bca, are 
displaced off of the cylindrical section 705bbc and the conical section 705bbb and back onto the cylindrical section 
705bba of the expansion cone segment support members 705bb. Because the collets, 7l0ac and 710bc, of the 
expansion cone segment assembly 710 are resilient, the expansion segments, 7 lOaca and 7 lObca, are thereby 
returned to a position in which the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the 
maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 700. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 700 is incorporated into the assemblies 200, 300 and/or 

400. 

Referring to Figs. 15 and 15a-15j, an alternative embodiment of an apparatus 800 for forming a wellbore 
casing in a subterranean formarion will now be described. The apparatus 800 includes a tubular support member 
805 defining an internal passage 805a that is coupled to an end of a tubular coupling 8 1 0 defining an internal 
passage 8 1 Oa. The other end of the tubular coupling 8 1 0 is coupled to an end of a tubular support member 815 
defining an internal passage 815a having a throat passage 815aa that includes a first radial passage 815b, a first 
flange 815c having a second radial passage 815d, a second flange 815e having opposite shoulders, 815ea and 815eb, 
i a third flange 8 1 5f. and an expansion cone support body 8 15g. The other end of the tubular support member 815 is 
coupled to a tubular end stop 820 that defmes a passage 820a. 

As illustrated in Figs. 15d and 15e, the expansion cone support body 8l5g includes a first end 8l5ga, a 
tapered hexagonal portion 815gb that mcludes a plurality of T-shaped slots 8 ISgba provided on each of the external 
faceted surfaces of the tapered hexagonal portion, and a second end 8 1 5gc. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle 
) of attack of the tapered hexagonal portion 815gb ranges from about 35 to 50 degrees for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Figs. 15, 15a-15c, and 15f-15j, a plurality of expansion cone segments 825 are provided 
that include first ends 825a that include T-shaped retaining members 825aa and second ends 825b that include T- 
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sliaped retaining members 825ba that mate with and are received within corresponding T-shaped slots 8 1 5 gba on the 
tapered hexagonal portion 815gb of the expansion cone support body 815g. first external surfaces 825bb. second 
external surfaces 825bc. and third external surfaces 825bd. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment, a total of s.x 
expansion cone segments 825 are provided that are slidably coupled to corresponding sides of the tapered hexagonal 
portion 815gb of the expansion cone support body 815g. 

,„ an exemplary embodiment, the widths of the first extendi surfaces 825bb of the expansion cone 
segments 825 increase in the direction of the second exteml surfaces 825bc. the widths of the second e.vtemal 
surfeces are substantially constant, and the widths of the third external surfeces 825bd decrease in the direction of 
Ae first ends 825a ofthe expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embod.ment. the 

first exten«l surfeces 825bb of the expansion cone segments 825 taper upwardly in the direction of the second 
external surfaces 825bc. the second external surfaces taper upwardly in the direction of the third extemal surfaces 
825bd and the third extemal surfaces 825bd taper downwardly in the direction of the first ends 825a of the 
expansion cone segments for reasons to be described. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the taper 
of the first extemal surfaces 825bb of the expansion cone segments 825 are greater than the angle of attack of the 
taper of the second extemal surfeces 825bc. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second extemal surfiices. 
825bb and 825bc. of the expansion cone segments 825 are arcuate such that when the expansion cone segments 825 
are displaced m the direction of the end stop 420. the first and second external surfaces of the expansion cone 
segments provide a substantially continuous outer circumferential surface for reasons to be described. 

As illustrated in Fig. 15i. in an exemplary embodiment, the extemal surfaces. 825bb. 825bc. and 825bd. of 
the second ends 825b of the expansion cone segments 825 are adapted to mate with one another in order to interlock 

adjacent expansion cone segments. 

A split ring collar 830 that defines a passage S30a for receiving the tubular support member 815 is provided 
that includes a first end that includes plurality of T-shaped slots 830b for receiving and mating with corresponding 
T-shaped retaining members 825aa of the expansion cone segmenU 825 and a second end that includes an L-shaped 
retaining member 830c. In an exemplary embodiment, the split ring collar 830 is a conventional split ring collar 
commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services modified in accordance with the teachings of the present 
disclosure. 

A dog assembly 835 is provided that includes a tubular sleeve 835a that defmes k passage 835aa for 
receiving the mbular support member 815 and includes a slot 835ab for receiving and mating with the L-shaped 
retaining member 830c of the split ring collar 830. a counterbore 835ac and a radial passage 835ad. An end of a 
load transfer pin 835b passfes-through the radial passage 835ad and is coupled to a retaining ring 835c that defines a 
passage 835ca for receiving the flange 8l5f of the tubular support member 815 and is received within the 
countlrbore 835ac of the tubular sleeve. A ring 835d that defines a passage 835da for receiving the tubular support 
member 81 5 and a spring 835e are also received within the counterbore 835ac of the tubular sleeve 835a between 
the flange 815f and the end of the counterbore. The other end of the load transfer pin 835b is coupled to an end of a 
tubular Ileeve 835f that includes a counterbore 835fa for receiving the tubular sleeve 835a, a radial passage 835fo 
forreceivinga conventional resilient dog 835g. a counterbore 835fc for receiving and mating with the flange 815e 
of the tubular support member 815. a flange 835fd, and a flange 835fe including counterbores, 835ff and 835fg. that 
mate with and receive the flange 815c of the tubular support member, and a radial passage 835fh. 
) A first conventional packer cup assembly 840 that defines a passage 440a for receiving the tubular sleeve 

835f includes a first end 840b that mates with the flange 835fd of the tubular sleeve 835f, a conventional sealing cup 
840c. and a second end 840d. A tubular spacer 845 that defines a passage 845a for receiving the tubular sleeve 835f 
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includes a first end 845b that mates with the second end 840d of the fust packer cup assembly 840 and a second end 
845C A second conventional packer cup assembly 850 that defines a passage 850a for receiving the tubular sleeve 
835f includes a first end 850b that mates with the second end 845c of the spacer 845. a conventional seaUng cup 
850c and a second end 850d that mates with the flange 835fe of the tubular sleeve. 

in an exemplary embodiment, during operation of the apparatus 800. as illustrated in Figs. 15 and l.a-15j. 
the apparatus may be initially positioned in the wellbore 100, within the casing 1 10, with the dog assembly 835 
positioned in a neutral position in which the radial passage 8 15d of tf.e tubular support member 8 1 5 is fluidicly 
coupled to the radial passage 835fl. of the dogassembly 835 and the expansion cone segmenu 825 are not dnven up 
the upered hexagonal portion 815gb of the expansion cone support body 815g of the mbular suppon member 815 
into contact with the stop member 320. In this manner, fluidic materials within the interior 8 1 5a of the mbular 
support member 815 may pass through the radial passages. 8 1 5d and 835fh, into the am,ulus between the apparatus 
800 and the casing 110 thereby preventing over pressurization of the araiulus. Furthermore, in th« manner, the 
outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 825 is less than or equal to the outside diameter of the stop 
member 820 thereby permitting the apparatus 800 to be displaced within the casing 110. 

As illustrated in Figs. 16. and 16a-16c. the apparattis 800 may then be positioned in the tubular member 
120. Duringtheinsertionoftheapparatusintothetubularmemberl20.theupperendl20bofthetubularmember 

may impact the end of the resilient dog 835g of the dog assembly 835 thereby driving the resilient dog 835g 
backwards onto the shoulder 815ea of the flange 815e of the tubular support member 815. As a result of the 
backward axial displacement of the resilient dog 8356. the tubular sleeve 835f. the pin 835b. the retaining ring 835c, 
the ring 835d. and the spring 835e of the dog assembly 835 are driven backward thereby compressing the sprmg 
835e and applying an axial biasing force to the tubular sleeve 835a that prevenu the expansion con^ 

from beii^ displaced toward the end stop 820. 

The apparatus 800 may then be at least partially positioned In the open hole section 1 1 5a of the wellbore 
section 1 15. beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular member 120. In an exemplary embodiment, that portion of 
the apparatus 800 *at includes the stop member 820. the expansion cone segments 825. the split ring collar 830. and 
the dog assembly 835 is then positioned in the open hole section 11 5a of the wellbore section 11 5. beyond the lower 
end 120 of the tubular member for reasons to be described. Because the dog 835g of the dog assembly 835 is 
resilient, once the apparanis 800 has been positioned in the open hole section 1 15a of the wellbore section 115. 
beyond the lower end 120c of the tubular member 120, the resiliem dog of the dog assembly may spring outwardly 
in the radial direction. 

The apparatus 806 irtay then be repositioned at least partially back within the tubular member 120. During 
the re-insertion of the apparatus into the tubular member 120, the lower end 120c of the tubular member may impact 
the ends of the resilient dog 835g of the dog assembly 835 thereby driving the resilient dog forward umil the 
resiliem dog is positioned omo the shoulder 815eb of the flange 815e of the tubularsuppott member 815. 

As a result of the forward axial displacement of the resUient dog 83Sg, the tubular sleeve 835f, the spring 
835e, the ring 835d, the ring 835c. the pin 835b, and the tubular sleeve 835a are displaced in the forward axial 
direction thereby abo displacing the split ring collar 830 and the expansion cone segments 825 in the forward axial 
direction. As a result, the expansion cone segments 825 are driven up the tapered hexagonal portion 815gb of the 
expansion cone support body 815g of the mbular support member 815 into contact with the stop member 320. 
I Furthermore, as a result of the forward axial displacement of the tubular sleeve 835f. the radial passages. 8 15d and' 
835fh. are fluidicly decoupled. As a resuh fluidic materials within the mbular support member 815 may not pass 
into the annulus between the tubular support member and fte tubular member 120. 
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As a result of the forward axial displacement of the resilient dog 435e, the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone segments 825 is now greater than the inside diameter of expandable nibular member 1 20 thereby 
pennitting the apparatus 800 to be used to radially expand and plastically deforin.the tubular member, and fluid.c 
materials within the interior 815a of the mbular support member 815 may no longer pass through the radial 
passages. 815d and 455ed. into the annulus between the apparatus 800 and the tubular member thereby permmmg 
the interior of the apparatus to be pressurized. 

The apparatus 800 may then be operated to radially expand and plastically deform the wbular member 120 
by applying an upward axial force to the tubular support member 815 and/or by injecting a pressurized fluidic 

material into the tubular support member. 

In particular, as illustrated in Figs. 17 and 17a-17c. the expandable tubular member 120 may then be 
n«Jially expanded usmg the apparatus 800 by injecting a fluidic material 275 into the apparatus through the passages 
805a, 810a. 815a, and 820a. The injection of the fluidic material 275 may pressurize the interior I20a of the 
expandable tubular member 120. In addition, because the packer cup assemblies. 840 and 850. seal off an annular 
region 120aabelowthepackercupassembliesbetweentheexpandabletubularmemberl20andthetuta^^ 
member 815. the injection of the fluidic material 275 may also pressurize the annular region. 

The continued itflcction of the fluidic material 275 may then pressurize the interior I20a of the expandable 
tubular member 120 thereby plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member oflFof the 
expansion cone segments 825. Because the outer surfaces. 825bb and 825bc. of the expansion cone segments 825 
are tapered, the plastic defonnation and radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 proximate the 
expansion cone segments is facilitated. Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, the continued injection of the 
fluidic material 275 also pressurizes the annular region 120aa defined between the interior surfoce of the expaitdable 
tubular member 120 and the exterior surfece of the tubular support member 81 5 that is bounded on the upper end by 
the packer cup assembly 840 and on the lower end by the expansion cone segments 825. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 120aa also radially expands at least a portion of the 
surrounding portion of the expandable tubular member 120. In this manner, the plastic defonnation and radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 is enhanced. Furthermore, during operation of the apparatus 300. 
the packer cup assemblies 840 and 850 prevent the pressurized fluidic material 275 from passing above and beyond 
the packer cup assemblies and thereby define the length of the pressurized annular region 120aa. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the pressurization of the annular region 120aa decreases the operatmg pressures required for plastic 
deformation and radial expansion of the expandable tobular member 120 1^ as much as 50% and also reduces the 
angle of attack of the tapertd'extemal surfi^es, 825bb and 825bc, of the expansion cone segments 825. 

The radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 120 may then cominue until the upper end I20b of 
the expandable nibular member is radially expanded and plastically deformed along with the overlapping portion of 
the wellbore casing 1 10. Because the expansion cone segments 825 may be adjusubly positioned from an outside 
diameter less than the inside diameter of the expandable tubular member 120 to an outside diameter substantially 
equal to the inside diameter of the pre-existing casing 1 10. the resulting wellbore casing, including the casing 1 10 
and the radially expanded tubular member 120. created by the operation of the apparatus 800 may have a single 
substantially constant inside diameter thereby providing a mono-diameter wellbore casing. 

During the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 825 may be raised out of the expanded 
portion of the tubular member 120 by applying an upward axial force to the tubular support member 815. In a 
preferred embodiment, during the radial expansion process, the expansion cone segments 825 are raised at 
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approxunately the same me as *e tubular member 120 is expanded in order to keep the tubular men,ber stationao' 
relative to the new wellbore section 115. „ 

in a preferred embodiment, when the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 120 and the 
tower portion ofthe wellbore casing 1,0 that overlap with one another are plastically deformed and rad.ally 
expanded by the expansion cone segments 825. the expansion cone segments are displaced out of the wellbore 100 
byboththeoperatingpressurewithintheintericrofthetubularmembernoandaupwardlydirected^^^^ 

applied to the tubular support member 405. 

Inaprefened embodiment. theoperatingpirssure and fk.wrateof.he fluidic matenal 275 ,s controllably 

ramped down when the expansion cone segments 825 reach the upper end portion of the expandable tubular member 
,20 m this manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete radial expansion and plastic deformat.on 
of the expandable tubular member 120 off of the expansion cone segmenU 825 can be minimized. In a prefened 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion from ,00% to about ,0% during the 
end of the extnision process begim»ing when the expansion cone segments 825 are within about 5 feet from 
completion of the extrusion process. 

Altenuitively. or in combination, the wall thickness of the upper end portion of the expandable mbular 
member 120 is tapered in onler to gradually reduce the required operating pressure for plastically deforming and 
radially expandingthe upper end portion of the tubular member. In this mam,er. shock loadingoftheap^^^ 

least reduced. »«, • j • 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the tubular support member 805 m order 

to absorb the shock caused by the sudden retease of pressun:. The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any 

conventional commenaally available shock absorber, bumper sub. or jars adapted for use in wellbore operat»ns. 

Ahenatively. or in combmation, an expansion cone catching structure is provided in the upper end portion 

of the expandable tubular member 120 in order to catch or at least decelerate the expansion cone segments 825. 

Alternatively, or in combination, during the radial expansion process, an upward axial force is applied to 

the tubular support member 815 sufficient to plastically deform and radially expand the tubular member 120 off of 

the external surfaces, 225bb and 225bc. of the expansion cone segments 825. 

Altcniatively. or in combination, in order to fecilitate the pressurization of the interior 120a of the 
expandabletubularmemberbytheinjectionofthefloidicmaterials275.theitgionwithinthewellboresection 1,5 

bB,ow the apparatus 800 may be fluidicly sealed off in a convention manner using, for examp le. a packer. 

Once the radial expansion process is completed, the tubular support member 805. the mbular support 
member 810, the tubular support member 815. the end stop 820. the expansion cone segments 825, the split ring 
collar 830, the dog assembly 835, the packer cup assembly 840. the spacer 845. and the packer cup assembly 850 are 
removed from the wellbores 100 and 1 15. 

If the expansion cone segments 825 beconw lodged within the expandable tubular member 120 during the 
radial expansion process, then a ball 280 may be placed in the throat 815aa of the passage 8l5a of the tubular 
support member 815. The continued injection of the fluidic material 275 following the placement of the ball 280 in 
the thrtKit 815aa of the passage 815a of the tubular support member will then pressurize the radial passage 81 5b and 
an annular portion 835fga of the counterbore 835fg. As a result of the pressurization of the annular portion 835fga 
of the counterbore 835fg. the tubular sleeve 835f. the pin 835b. the retaining ring 835c, the ring 835d, the spring 
. 835e, and the mbular sleeve 835a of the dog assembly 835. and the split ring collar 830 ans driven backward thereby 
displacing the expansion cone segments 825 backwards in the axial direction away from the end stop 820. In this 
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manner, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments 825 is thereby reduced and the apparatus 800 may. 
then be removed from the expandable tubular member 120. 

Referring now to Figs. 18a, 18b, 18c, and 18d, an embodiment of an adjustable expansion cone assembly 
900 will be described. The assembly 900 includes a tubular support member 905 that defines a passage 905a and 
includes an expansion cone support flange assembly 905b that is coupled to an end stop 910 thai dcfmes a passage 
910a. The expansion cone support flange assembly 905b includes a first tubular end 905ba, a second tubular end 
905bb, and an intermediate hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc that includes a plurality of substantially identical 
and equally spaced apart expansion cone segment support slots 905bcaa-905bcaf on each of the facets of the . 
hexagonal tubular body. 

A plurality of first expansion cone segments 915a-9I5c arc provided that include T-shaped retaining 
members 9l5aa-915ca that mate with and are movably received within the T-shaped slots 905bcaa, 905bcac, and 
905bcae of the hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support assembly 905b» T-shaped 
retaining members 915ab-915cb, exterior top surfaces 915ac-9l5cc, exterior top surfaces 9l5ad-915cd, exterior top 
surfaces 9 1 5ae-9 1 5ce, exterior top surfaces 91 5af-91 5cf, and exterior top surfaces 9 1 5ag-9 1 5cg. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the exterior top surfaces 915ac-915cc and the exterior top surfeces 915ad-9l5cd are arcuate conical 
surfaces in which the angle of attack of the exterior top surfaces 915ac-915cc is greater than the angle of attack of 
the exterior top surfaces 91 5ad-9 1 5cd. 

A plurality of second expansion cone segments 920a-920c, that are interieaved with and complementary 
shaped to the first expansion cone segments 915a-915c. arc also provided that include T-shaped retaining members 
920aa-920ca that mate with and are movably received within the T-shaped slots 905bcab, 905bcad, and 905bcaf of 
the hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support assembly 905b, T-shaped retaining . 
members 920ab-920cb, exterior top surfaces 920ac.920cc. exterior top surfaces 920ad-920cd, exterior top surfaces 
920ae*920ce, exterior top surfiices 920af-920cf, and exterior top surfaces 920ag-920cg. In an exemplary 
embodiment, die exterior top surfaces 920ac-920cc and the exterior top surfaces 920ad-920cd are arcuate conical . 
suri^ces in which the angle of attack of the exterior top surfeces 920ac-920cc is greater than the angle of attack of 
the exterior top surfeces 920ad-920cd. 

A split ring collar 925 is provided that defines a passage 925a for receiving the tubular support member 905 
that includes an L-shaped retaining member 925b at one end and another end of the split ring collar 925 includes T- 
shaped slots. 925c, 925d, 925e, 925 f, 925g, and 925h, for mating with and receiving the T-shaped retaining 
members, 9l5ab, 920ab, 9I5bb, 920bb, 915cfo, and 920cb, of the expansion cone segments, 915a, 920a, 915b, 920b, 
91 5c, and 920c, respectively^^ A tubular sleeve 930 is provided that defines a passage 930a for receiving the tubular 
support member 905 and that also includes a slot 930b for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member 
925b of the split ring collar 925. 

During operation of the assembly 900, as illustrated in Figs. 1 8a, 1 8b, 1 8c, and 18d, in an unexpanded 
position, the expansion cone segments, 915a, 915b, 915c, 915d. 920a, 920b, 920c, and 920d are positioned adjacent 
to the base of the hexagonal conical tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support flange 905b away from the 
end stop 910. In this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the 
maximum outside diameter pf the assembly. Furthermore, in the unexpanded position, the expansion cone 
segments, 9l5a, 9l5b, and 91Sc, are positioned further away from the end stop 910 than the expansion cone 
segments, 920a, 920b, and 920c. 

As illustrated in Figs. 19 and 19a, the assembly 900 may then be expanded by displacing the tubular sleeve 
930 and the split ring collar 925 in the axial direction towards the expansion cone segment support members 705bb. 
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As a result, the expansion cone segments, 915a, 915b. 915c. 920a, 920b, 920c,are driven up the hexagonal conical 
tubular body 905bc of the expansion cone support flange 905b until the expansion cone segments impact the end 
stop 910. In this manner, the outside diameter of the expansion segments, 915a, 9I5b, 915c, 920a, 920b, and 920c,. 
is greater than the maximum diameter of the remaining components of the assembly 900, Furthemiore, the conical 
outer surfaces, 915ac, 915bc, 915cc, 920ac, 920bc, and 920cc, and the conical outer surfaces, 915ad, 915bd. 915cd, 
920ad, 920bd. and 920cd of the expansion cone segments. 915a, 915b, 915c. 920a, 920b, and 920c, respectively, 
may now be used to radially expand a tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the outer conical surfaces, 
9l5ac. 91 5bc, 915cc, 920ac, 920bc, and 920cc, and the conical outer surfeces, 91Sad, 915bd. 915cd, 920ad, 920bd, 
and 920cd of the expansion cone segments, 915a, 915b. 915c, 920a, 920b. and 920c, respectively, in the expanded 
position of the assembly 900, provide a substantially continuous outer conical surfaces in the circumferential 
direction. Furthermore, note that in the expanded position of the assembly 900. the first set of expansion cone 
segments, 9l5a, 915b, and 915c, are brought into alignmem with the second set of expansion cone segments, 920a, 
920b, and 920c. . 

The assembly 900 may then be returned to the unexpanded position by displacing the tubular sleeve 930 
and the split ring collar 925 in the axial direction away from the end stop 910. As a result, the expansion cone 
segments, 915a, 915b. 915c, 920a, 920b, and 920c, are displaced away from the end top 910, down the conical 
hexagonal tubular member 905bc and thereby are returned to a position in which the outside diameter of the 
expansion cone segments is less than or equal to the maximum diameter of the remaining components of the 
assembly 900. 

In several alternative embodiments, the assembly 900 is incorporated into the assemblies 200, 300. 400, 

and 800. 

Referring to Fig. 20a, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1000 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, lOOOa, lOOOb, lOOOc, lOOOd, lOOOe.and lOOOf. 

Referring to Fig. 20b, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1 100 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 1 100a, 1 lOOb, 1 100c. 1 lOOd, 1 lOOe, and 1 lOOf 

Referring to Fig. 20c, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1200 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 1200a, 1200b, I2a0c, 1200d, 1200e, and 1200f 

Referring to Fig. 20d, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1300 includes intcrtocking 
expansion cone segments, 1300a, 1300b, 1300c, 1300d, 1300e, and 1300f 

Referring to Fig. 20e, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1400 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments.n400a, 1400b, 1400c, 1400d, 1400e, and 1400f. 

Referring to Fig. 20f, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1 500 includes imeriocking 
expansion cone segments, 1500a, 1500b, 1500c, 1500d, 1500e,and I500f. 

Referring to Fig. 20g, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1600 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 1600a, 1600b, 1600c, 1600d, 1600e,and 1600f. 

Referring to Fig. 20h. an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1 700 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments. 1700a, 1700b, 1700c, 1700d. I700e, and 1700f. 

Referring to Fig. 20i, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1 800 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments. 1800a, 1800b, 1800c, ISOOd, ISOOe, and ISOOf. 

Referring to Fig. 20j, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 1900 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 1900a. 1900b. 1900c, 1900d. I900e, and 1900f. 
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Referring to Fig. 20k, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 2000 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 2000a, 2000b, 2000c, 2000d. 20a0c. and 2000f. 

Referring to Fig. 201, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 2100 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 2100a, 2100b, 2100c, 2100d, 2100c, and 2100f 

Referring to Fig, 20m, an embodiment of an expansion cone segment assembly 2200 includes interlocking 
expansion cone segments, 2200a, 2200b, 2200c, 2200d, 2200e, and 2200f. 

The expansion cone segment assemblies 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1700, 1800. 1900, 
2000, 2100, and 2200 provide enhanced operational properties such as, for example, efficient radial expansion of 
expandable tubular members and durability during operation. 

In several alternative embodiments, the design and operational feanires of the apparatus 200, 300, 400, 500, 
600, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300. 1400, 1500, 1600. 1700, 1800, 1900, 2000, 2100, and 2200 may be 
combined, in whole or in part, and/or the design and operational elements of the apparatus 200, 300, 400, 500, 600. 
700, 800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500. 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900,2000,2100, and 2200 may be 
interspersed among each other. 

In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, and 1000, 1 100, 
1200, 1300. 1400. 1500. 1600,1700, 1800, 1900,2000,2100,and2200raay be used to form or repair wellbore 
casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

In several alternative embodiments, the apparatus 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900. 1000, 1 100, 
1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600. 1700, 1800, 1900, 2000, 2100, and 2200 include two or more expansion cone 
segments that may be movably support and guided on a tapered expansion cone support body that may, for example, 
be conical, or may be a multi-sided body. 

In several alternative embodiments, the design and operation of the apparatus 200, 300, 400. 500, 600, 700, 
800, 900, 1000, 1 100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 2000. 2100, and 2200 are provided 
substantially as disclosed in one or more of the following: (I) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, anomey 
docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 
25791 .7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02, 
filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no, 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 
1 1/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000, 
(6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/5 12,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/51 1.941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000. (8) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/58^^946, attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02. filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no, 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791 25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,039. attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791 .38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791 39. filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,443. attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
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60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional paient application serial no. 
60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791.48. filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/270,007, attorney docket no. 2579U0, filed on 2/2D/2001; and (23) U.S. provisional paiem application serial no. 
60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.5U filed on 1/17/2001; and (24) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/259,486. attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

An apparanis for radially expanding a ttibular member has been described that includes a tubular suppon 
member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled to and 
extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, a second lug coupled to and extending from the 
first ttibular support body in the radial direction, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular 
support body. The expansion cone support body includes an K-sided tapered ttibular support member, wherein each 
side of the multi-sided tapered ttibular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N expansion cone segments are 
movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including 
arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansbn cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a conresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split 
ring collar assembly is movably coupled to the exterior of the ttibular support member that includes a second ttJbular 
support body defining N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining 
members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body. A first drag block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first drag block 
body defining a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, and a first 
J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug, and one or more first drag blocks coupled to the first drag block body. A 
second drag block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second drag block 
body defining a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug, and one or more second drag blocks coupled to 
the second drag block body. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular suppon member between the 
first and second drag block assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to . 
the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and an . 
expansion cone suppon bod|y coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone suppon body includes 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the muhi-sided tapered tubular support member 
defines a T-shaped slot. M expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
including an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone suppon body, and a second T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the 
ttibular support member that includes a second ttibular suppon body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably 
receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first collet assembly is movably coupled to 
the tubular support member that includes a fu-st tubular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the 
L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a first radial 

39 



wo 03/023178 PCT/lJS«2/2.%0« 

passage, a first spring received within the first countcrborc, a first retaining ring received within the first 
counterbore. a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the first radial passage, 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin. a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 
sleeve and positioned above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet. A 
second collet assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a fourth tubular sleeve that 
defines a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second spring received . 
within the second counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore, a second load 
transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second radial passage, a fifth tubular 
sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin. a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and 
positioned above the second tapered flange, and a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resiliem collet. First 
and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second collet assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a wbular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first radial passage 
defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passagc. a first flange coupled to tlie 
first nibular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange coupled to 
the first tubuhff support body, a second tapered flange coupled to the first mbular support body, and an expansion 
cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided 
tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T- 
shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfeces. a first T-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the 
mbular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably 
receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments, and an L- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A first dog assembly is movably coupled to 
the mbular support member that includes a fu^t tubular sleeve that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the 
L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar, a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a second 
radial passage, a first spring received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the first 
counterijore. a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending throu^ the second radial 
passage, and a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines a second counterbore for 
receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first resilient dog coupled to the second mbular sleeve and positioned adjacent to 
the first tapered flange. A second dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a 
third nibular sleeve that defmes a second counterbore for receiving the second flange, a third radial passage, and a 
fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial passage, a second spring received within the second 
counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore. a second load transfer pin coupled to 
the second retaining ring and extending thrt>ugh the third nulial passage, a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the. 
second load transfer pin. and a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to 
the second tapered flange. First and second packer cups arc coupled to the tubular support member between the first 
and second dog assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a throat passage, 
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a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a first 
flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body that 
defines a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a tapered 
flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to Ae first tubular 
support body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each 
side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot N expansion cone segments are 
movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including 
arcuate conical outer surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a coiresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion 
cone support body, and a second T-shaped rettining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. A split 
ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support 
body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining 
members of the expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support 
body. A dog assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that mcludes a first tubular sleeve that 
defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of die split nng collar, a first 
counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a third radial passage, a spring received within the first counterbore. a 
retaining ring received within the first counterbore, a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending 
through the third radial passage, a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines a first 
counterbore fm receiving the first tubular sleeve, a second counterijore for receiving and mating with the tapered 
flange, and includes a third flange that defmes a third counterbore for receiving the second flange, a fourth 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a resiliem dog coupled to the second 
tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the tapered flange. First and second packer cups are coupled to the tubular 
support member between the resilient dog and the third flange. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member 
that includes a tubular support body and an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body. The 
expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of the multi- 
sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot N expansion cone segments are movably coupled to 
the expansion cone support body, each including an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces, a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to flie expansion cone segment body. A split ring collar is movably 
coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T- 
sh^ed slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped retaining members of the expansion 
cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A nibular actuating 
sleeve is movably coupled to the wbular support member that includes a third mbular support body that defines a 
slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member 
that includes a fim tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to fte tubular support body. 
The expansion cone support body inchides a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots. An 
expansion awe assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support 
body movably coupled to the faSL tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, and N expansion cone segments 
extending firom the second mbular support member. Each expansion cone segment includes a resilient collet 
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coupled to the second tubular support member, an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 
including arcuate conical outer surfoces, and a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the stepped slots of the expansion 
cone support body. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that 
includes a third tubular support body, a Hrst L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body 
for mating with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body of the expansion cone assembly, and a second 
L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the 
tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and mating with 
the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member 
that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body. 
The expansion cone support body includes a tapered tubular support member defining N slots. An expansion cone 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body movably 
coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot» and N expansion cone segments extending from 
the second tubular support member. Each expansion cone segment includes a resilient collet coupled to the second 
tubular support member, an ex]>ansioD cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical 
outer surfaces, and a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
expansion cone segment body to a conesponding one of the slots of the expansion cone suppon body. A split ring 
collar is movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body, a 
first L-shaped retaming member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with the L-shaped slot of the 
second tubular support body, and a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body. A 
tubular actuating sleeve is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third mbular support body 
that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member 
that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular support body. 
The expansion cone support body includes a tapered tubular support member defining N slots. An expansion cone 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body movably 
coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L-shaped slot, N/l first expansion cone segments extending 
from the second tubular support member, and Ny2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second 
tubular member. Each first expansion cone segment includes a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular 
support member, a first expansion cone segment body coupled lo the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer 
surfaces, and a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the 
expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support body. Each second 
expansion cone segment includes a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, a second 
expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate conical outer surfaces, and a second 
retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment 
body to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support body. The second expansion cone segments 
overiap and arc interieaved with the first expansion cone segments. A split ring collar is movably coupled to the 
exterior of the tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body, a first L-shaped retaining member 
coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body, and a 
second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body. A tubular actuating sleeve is movably 
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coupled to tubular support member that includes a third tubular support body that defines a slot for receiving and 
mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member 
that includes a first tubular support body, and an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support 
body. The expansion cone support body includes an N-sided tapered tubular support member, wherein each side of 
the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped slot. N/2 first expansion cone segments are 
movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each including a first expansion cone segment body including 
arcuate conical outer surfaces* a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the 
expansion cone support body, and a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment 
body. N/2 second expansion cone segments are also movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each . 
including a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces, a third T-shaped retaining 
member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body for movably coupling the second expansion cone 
segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body, and a fourth T- 
shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body. The first and second expansion cone 
segments are interleaved. The first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the 
second expansion cone segment bodies. A split ring collar assembly is movably coupled to the exterior of the - 
tubular support member that includes a second tubular support body that defines N T-shaped slots for movably 
receiving corresponding ones of the second and fourth T-sbaped retaining members of the interleaved first and 
second expansion cone segments, and an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body. A 
tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a third tubular suppon body 
that defines a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first lug coupled to and 
extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction, and a second lug coupled to and extending fit}m 
the first tubular support body in the radial direction. An adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to 
the tubular support member. A first drag block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that 
includes a first drag block body coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly that defines: a first J-shaped slot 
for receiving the first lug, and one or more first drag blocks coupled to the first drag block body. A second drag 
block assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a second drag block body that 
defines: a second J-shaped-slot for receiving the second lug, and one or more second drag blocks coupled to the 
second drag block body. First and second packer cups are coupled to the mbular support member between the first 
and second drag block assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first fiange coupled to 
the first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered fiange 
coupled to the first tubular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body. An 
adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first collet assembly is 
movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly and defines a fu"st counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a first radial passage, a 
first spring received within the first counterbore, a first retaining ring received within the fu^t counterbore, a first 
load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the first radial passage, a second tubular 
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Sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin, a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned 
above the first tapered flange, and a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet. A second collet 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a fourth tubular sleeve that defines: a 
second counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a second radial passage, a second spring received within the 
second counterbore, a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin 
coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second radial passage, a fifth tubular sleeve coupled . 
to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and positioned above the 
second tapered flange, and a sfocth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet. First and second packer cups 
are coupled to die tubular support member between the first and second collet assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage, a first radial passage 
defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a first flange coupled to the 
first tubular support body, a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body, a first tapered flange coupled to 
the first tubular support body, and a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body. An adjustable 
expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member. A first dog assembly is movably 
coupled to the mbular support member that includes a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly that defines: a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a second radial passage, a first spring 
received within the first counterbore, a first retaining rmg received within the first counterbore, a first load transfer 
pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial passage, a second tubular sleeve 
coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: a second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve, a first 
resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered flange. A second dog 
assembly is movably coupled to the tubular support member diat includes a third tubular sleeve that defines a second 
counterbore for receiving the second flange, a third radial passage, and a fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to 
the first radial passage, a second spring received within the second counterbore, a second retaining ring received 
within the second counterbore, a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through 
the third radial passage, a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin, a second resilient dog 
coupled to the fourth mbular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second tapered flange. First and second packer 
cups are coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second dog assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member that includes a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a throat passage, 
a first radial passage definedin the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage, a first 
flange coupled to the first tubular support body, and a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body that 
defines: a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal passage. An 
adjustable expansion cone assembly is movably coupled to the mbular support member, A dog assembly is movably 
coupled to the mbular support member that includes a first mbular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly that defines a first counterbore for receiving the first flange, and a third radial passage, a spring received 
within the first counterbore, a retaining ring received within the first counterbore, a load transfer pin coupled to the 
retaining ring and ^tending through the third radial passage, a second mbular sleeve coupled to the first load 
transfer pin that defines: a first counterbore for receiving the first mbular sleeve, a second counterbore for receiving 
and mating with the tapered flange, and includes a third flange that defines a third counterbore for receiving the 
second flange, a fourth counterbore for receiving the second flange, and a fourth radial passage, and a resilient dog 
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coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the tapered flange. First and second packer cups are 
coupled to the tubular suppon member between the resilient dog and the third flange. 

An apparanis for radially expanding a ftibular member has also been described that includes a tubular 
support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member, and 
means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a tubular support member. 
An adjustable expansion cone is movably coupled to the tubular support member that includes a plurality of 
expansion cone segments, and means for guiding the expansion cone segments on the tubular support member. The 
assembly further includes means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone 
segments has also been described that includes guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body, and 
controUably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone 
segments has also been described that includes guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, 
interlocking the expansion cone segments, and controUably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone 
segments has also been described that includes resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided 
tapered body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, 
interlocking the expansion cone segments, and controUably displacing the expansion cone segments along the 
tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone 
segments has also been described that includes dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, overlapping the first 
and second groups of expansion cone segments, resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided 
tapered body, guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, and 
conu-ollably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly including a plurality of expansion cone 
segments has also been described that includes dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of 
expansion cone segments, interieaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, guiding the 
expansion cone segmcnte ctti« multi-sided tapered body, and controUably displacing the expansion cone segments 
along the tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second groups of expansion cone segments in 
opposite directions. 

A method of plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an 
apparatus including a mbular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular siqjport member, and an actuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, has also been described that includes coupling a first end of the expandable 
tubular member to a tubular stmcture, locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus, inserting 
the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member, moving the acmator and the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the expandable tubular member, reinserting the actuator of 
the apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member, unlocking the actuator from the tubular support 
member of the apparatus, rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support member of the apparatus, and 
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increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by moving the nibular support member 
relative to the actuator, the adjustable expansion cone assembly and the expandable tubular member, and plastically 
deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by moving the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly through the expandable tubular member. 

A method of plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an 
apparatus including a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
nibular support member, and an acmator movably coupled to the tubular suppon member for adjusting the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, has also been described that includes coupling a first end of the expandable 
tubular member to a tubular structure, inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable nibular member in 
a first direction, displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a second direction opposite to the first direction, applying 
a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly in the second direction, moving the actuator and 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of the expandable nibular member, 
reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member in the second 
direction, increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the actuator and. 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in the first direction, and 
plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable ttibular member by moving the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly through the expandable tubular member in the second direction. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body, and means for controllably displacing 
the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, means for interlocking the 
expansion cone segments, and means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered, 
body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a muUi*sided tapered body, means for 
guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction, means for 
interlocking the expansion cone segments, and means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along 
the tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, means for dividmg the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, 
means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for overlapping the first and 
second groups of expansion cone segments, means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a muhi- 
sided tapered body, means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential 
direction, and means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments, 
means for inteileaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments, means for guiding the expansion 
cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body, and means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments 
along the tapered body while also relatively displacing the first and second groups of expansion cone segments in 
opposite directions. 
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An apparatus for plastically defoiroing and radially expanding an expandable tubulfir member has also been 
described that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular support member, means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly, means for locking the 
actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus, means for unlocking the actuator from the tubular support 
member of the apparams. and means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
by moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, the adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the 

expandable tubular member. 

An apparams for plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable nibular member has also been 
described that includes a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular support member, means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly, means for displacing the 
actuator of the apparatus in a first direction, means for applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion 
cone assembly when the acwator is displaced in the first direction, and means for increasing the ouuide diameter of 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
relative to the expandable tubular member in a second direction opposite to the first direction. 

Akhou^ ilhBtrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and described, a wide range of 
modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some 
features of the presem invention may be employed without a corresponding use of the other feanires. Accordingly, 
it is appropriate that the appended ctoims be constnied broadly and in a manner consistem with the scope of the 
invention. 
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Claims 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular suppon member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction; 
a second lug coupled to and extending from the first mbular support body in the radial direction: 
and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support memb^; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 

coupling the expansion cone segment body to a conresponding one of the T-shaped slots 
of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-sh£^d slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T*shaped 
retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; 
a first drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular suppon member that comprises: 
a first drag block body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring 
collar; and 

a first J-shaped slot for receiving the first lug; and 
one or more first drag blocks coupled to the first drag block body; 
a second drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a secondxlrag block body defining: 

a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug; and 
one or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second drag 
block assemblies. 



An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a mbular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
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a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the mulri-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 

coupling the expansion cone segment body to a coiresponding one of the T-shaped slots 
of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body that defmes: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shapcd 
retaining members of the e)q)an5ion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second wbular support body; 
a first collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a first tubular sleeve defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shapcd retaining member of the split ring 

collar; 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a first radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
a first retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 

a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the first radial 
passage; 

a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin; 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned above the first tapered 
flange; and 

a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet; 
a second collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a fourth tubular sleeve defm'mg: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore; 

a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second 
radial passage; 

a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load n-ansfer pin; 

a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and positioned above the second tapered 
flange; and 

a sfacth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet; and 
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first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second collet 
assemblies. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 
passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second fiange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side pf the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 

coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots 
of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the mbular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped 
retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; 
a first dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a first tubular sleeve defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring 
^ / collar; 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
a first retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 

a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage; 

a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered 

flange; 

a second dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
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a third tubular sleeve defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; 
a third radial passage; and 

a fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial passage: 
a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore; 

a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the third 
radial passage; 

a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 

a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second 
tapered flange; and 

first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second dog 
assemblies. 

An apparanjs for radially expanding a nibular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage including a throat passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 
passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body defining: 

a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 



a tapered flange coupled to the fust tubular support body; and 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T^&haped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 

coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots 
of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-^aped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped 
retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second mbular support body; 
a dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a first tubular sleeve defining: 
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a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped Fctaining member of the split ring 
collar, 

a first counterbore for receiving the first flange: and . 

a third radial passage; 
a spring received within the first counterbore; 
a retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 

a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: 
a first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a second counterbore for receiving and mating with the tapered flange; and 
comprises: 

a third flange defining: 

a third counterbore for receiving the second flange; 
a fourth counterbore for receiving the second flange; and 
a fourth radial passage; and 
a resilient dog coupled to the second ttibular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the upered flange; 
and 

first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the resilient dog and the ttiird 
flange. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 
a tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the muUi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfoces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 

'coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped slots 
of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T-shaped 
retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second mbular support body; and 
a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring 
collar. 
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An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 
a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L- 
shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending fix)m the second nibular support member, each expansion 
cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 

an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient coUet including arcuate 

conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the stepped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third mbular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with the L- 

shaped slot of the second tubular support body of the expansion cone assembly; and 
a second L-shaped retaming member coupled to the third tubular body; and 
a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a third tubular support body definmg: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split 
ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered mbular support member defining N slots; 
an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the mbular support member comprising: 

a second mbular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L- 

shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending fi-om the second tubular support member, each expansion 
cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second mbular support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including arcuate 
conical outer surfaces; and 
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a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the slots of the expansion cone support body; 
a split ring collar movabiy coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body far mating with the L- . 

shaped slot of the second tubular suppon body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; and 
a nibular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the nibular support meihber that comprises: 
a tfiird mbular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split 
ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular support body comprising: 
a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining an L- 
shaped slot; and 

N/2 fust expansion cone segments extending from the second nibular suppon member, each first 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second njbular support member; 

a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including 

arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion, cone segment body to a corresponding 
one of the slots of the expansion cone support body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, each 
^^ond expansion cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 

a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet including 

arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding 
one of the slots of the expansion cone support bodjr, 
wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with the first 
expansion cone segments; 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 
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a first L-shapcd relaimng member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating with 

shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular suppon body; and 
a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the ttibuiar support member that comprises: 
a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split 

ring collar. 

An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body ; and 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sidcd tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered nibular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

Ny2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each comprising: 
a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body for movably 
coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the T-shaped 
slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of the 

T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 

wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the second 

expansiotLcohe segment bodies; 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defming: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second and fourth T- 
shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and second expansion cone 
segments; and 

an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
a tubular actuating sleeve movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a third tubular support body defining: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring 
collar. 
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10. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a nibular support member comprising: 

a fust tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first tug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction; and 

a second lug coupled to and extending from the first tubular support body in the radial direction; 
an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member; 
a first drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 

a first drag block body coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly defining: 
a first J-sh^d slot for receiving the first lug; and 

one or more first drag blocks coupled to tfie first drag block body; 
a second drag block assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 

a second drag block body defining: 

a second J-shaped slot for receiving the second lug; and 

one or more second drag blocks coupled to the second drag block body; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second drag 

block assemblies. 

n. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first mbular support body comprising: 
an M-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a fust T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-^aped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; and 
a split ring-collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T- 
shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first drag block body fiirther defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

12. The apparatus of ckiim 10, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 
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an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support meniber comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the stepped slots of the expansion cone 
support body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coiqsled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support member; 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; 
wherein the first drag block body fiirther defines: 
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a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defming N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first mbular support body defming 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member 
each first expansion cone segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; 

W2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each second expansion cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body cot4)led to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment 

body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body 
to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone 
support body; 

wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with 
the first expansion cone segments; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
^Khkd tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 
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wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one 
of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body: and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 

comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone suppon body; 
and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the 

second expansion cone segment bodies; and 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 

comprising: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second and 
fourth T-shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first drag block body further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

1 6. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 
a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular su|^n body; and 
a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the mbular support member; 
a first collet assembly movably coupled to the mbular support member that comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly and defining: 
a fust coumerbore for receiving the first flange; and 
a first radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
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a first retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 

a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through ihe first radial 
passage; 

a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin; 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned above the firet tapered 
flange; and 

a third tubular sleeve coupled to the first resilient collet; 
a second collet assembly movably coupled to the tubular support nnember that comprises: 
a fourth tubular sleeve defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; and 

a second radial passage; 
a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaming ring received within the second counterbore; 

a second load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the second 
radial passage; 

a fifth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 

a second resilient collet coupled to the fifth tubular sleeve and positioned above the second tapered 
flange; and 

a sixth tubular sleeve coupled to the second resilient collet; and 
first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second collet 
assemblies. 



The apparanis of claim 16, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone suppon body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

-an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone suppon body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the mbular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T- 
shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly funher defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 
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1 8. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defming N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body deflning 

an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular suppoit member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retainmg member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the stepped slots of the expansion cone 
support body^ and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second I^shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support member; 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and matmg with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

9. The apparatojs of claim 1 6, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

ia.second nibuJar support body movably coupled to the fvrst tubular support body defming 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular suppoit member, each ' 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular suppon member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
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a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with L-shaped slot of the second mbular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating v/ith the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. . 

The apparatus of claim 16. virherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to Ae tubular support body comprising: 

a capered tubular support member defming N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

K/2 fu-st expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each ^t expansion cone segment comprising: 

a firet resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; 

N/2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each second expansion cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment 

body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body 
to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone 
support body; 

wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with 
the fvsi expansion cone segments; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly fiirther defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 
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1 . The apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein the tubulieu' support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member: 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one 
of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body; 
1^/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces: 
a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein tfie first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the 

second expansion cone segment bodies; and 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 

comprising: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second and 
fourth T-shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
<UT L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first collet assembly fiirther defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

22. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
a mbular support member comprising: 

a first tubular support body defining a longitudinal passage; 

a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 
passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
a second flange coupled to die first tubular support body; 
a first tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; and 
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a second tapered flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 
an adjustable expansion cone asscmbJy movably coupled to the tubular support member; 
a first dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly defining: 
a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 
a second radial passage; 
a first spring received within the first counterbore; 
a first retaining ring received within the first counterbore; 

a first load transfer pin coupled to the first retaining ring and extending through the second radial 
passage; 

a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a first resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the first tapered 

flange; 

a second dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 
a third nibular sleeve defining: 

a second counterbore for receiving the second flange; 
a third radial passage; and 

a fourth radial passage fluidicly coupled to the first radial passage; 
a second spring received within the second counterbore; 
a second retaining ring received within the second counterbore; 

a seccmd load transfer pin coupled to the second retaining ring and extending through the third 
radial passage; 

a fourth tubular sleeve coupled to the second load transfer pin; 

a second resilient dog coupled to the fourth tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the second 
tapered flange; and 

first and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the first and second dog 
assemblies. 

The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member fiirther comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member, 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; and 
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a splh ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T- 
shapcd retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shapcd retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member fiulher comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 

an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second nibular support member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
correspondmg one of the stepped slots of the expansion cone 
suppon body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support member; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly fiirther defines: 

a slot fof teceiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular suppon member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular suppon member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, 
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an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 
including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 

a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly ftirther defmes: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular suppon member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular suppon body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defming 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each first expansion cone segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; 

second expansion cone segments extending firom the second tubular support member, 
each second expansion cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment 

body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body 
to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone 
support body; 

wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with 
the first expansion cone segments; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
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a third tubular support body; 

a firet L-shapcd retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the first dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

27. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 

an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tobular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 fu^ expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the fust expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one 
of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled lo the expansion cone support body, each 

comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a 
conresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the 

isecond expansion cone segment bodies; and 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 

comprising: 

a second mbular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second and 
fourth T-shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the fu-st dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 



2S. An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
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a tubular support member comprising: 

a fiTst tubular suppoit body defming a longitudinal passage including a throat passage; 
a first radial passage defined in the first tubular support body fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 
passage; 

a first flange coupled to the first tubular support body; 

a second flange coupled to the first tubular support body defining: 

a second radial passage defined in the second flange fluidicly coupled to the longitudinal 
passage; and 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular suji^oit memben 
a dog assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member that comprises: 

a first tubular sleeve coupled to the adjustable expansion cone assembly defining: 
a first counterbore for receiving the first flange; and 
a third radial passage; 
a spring received within the first counterbore; 
a retaining ring received within the flrst counterbore; 

a load transfer pin coupled to the retaining ring and extending through the third radial passage; 
a second tubular sleeve coupled to the first load transfer pin that defines: 
a first counterbore for receiving the first tubular sleeve; 
a second counterbore for receiving and mating with the tapered flange; and 
comprises: 

a third flange defining: 

a third counterbore for receiving the second flange; 
a fourth counterbore for receiving the second flange; and 
a fourth radial passage; and 
a resilient dog coupled to the second tubular sleeve and positioned adjacent to the tapered flange; 
and 

flrst and second packer cups coupled to the tubular support member between the resilient dog and the third 
flange. 

The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion conejBupport body coupled to the flrst tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 
slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

an expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfaces; 

a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 

movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one of 
the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 

a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body, and 
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a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second T- 
shaped retaining members of the expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly fiirther defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the mbular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N stepped slots; 
whcrcm the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 

an L-shaped slot; and 
N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
an expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the stepped slots of the expansion cone 
support body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body: 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second tubular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support member, and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly fiirther defines: . 

a slot fori^Bceiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 28» wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular support body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, each 
expansion cone segment comprising: ^ 

a resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member; 
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an expansion cone segment body coupled to ihe resUienc collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfoces: and 
a retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of thcf slots of the expansion cone suppon 
body; and 

a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body for mating 

with L-shaped slot of the second mbular support body; and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member further comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the tubular support body comprising: 

a tapered tubular support member defining N slots; 
wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

an expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member comprising: 

a second tubular support body movably coupled to the first tubular suppon body defining 
an L-shaped slot; and 

N/2 first expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each first expansion cone segment comprising: 

a first resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, 
a first expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a first retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone support 
body; 

W2 second expansion cone segments extending from the second tubular support member, 
each second expansion cone segment comprising: 

a second resilient collet coupled to the second tubular support member, 
a second expansion cone segment body coupled to the resilient collet 

including arcuate conical outer surfaces; and 
a second retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment 

body for movably coupling the expansion cone segment body 
to a corresponding one of the slots of the expansion cone 
support body; 

wherein the second expansion cone segments overlap and are interleaved with 
the first expansion cone segments; and 
a split ring collar movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member comprising: 
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a third tubular support body; 

a first L-shaped retaining member coupled to the third tubular suppon body for mating 

with the L-shaped slot of the second mbular suppon body: and 
a second L-shaped retaining member coupled to the diird tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the second L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. . 

The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member ftirther comprises: 
an expansion cone support body coupled to the first tubular support body comprising: 
an N-sided tapered tubular support member; 

wherein each side of the multi-sided tapered tubular support member defines a T-shaped 

slot; 

wherein the adjustable expansion cone assembly comprises: 

N/2 first expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a first expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfoces; 
a first T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body for 
movably coupling the first expansion cone segment body to a corresponding one 
of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; and 
a second T-shaped retaining member coupled to the first expansion cone segment body; 
N/2 second expansion cone segments movably coupled to the expansion cone support body, each 
comprising: 

a second expansion cone segment body including arcuate conical outer surfoces; 

a third T-shaped retaining member coupled to the second expansion cone segment body 
for movably coupling the second expansion cone segment body to a 
corresponding one of the T-shaped slots of the expansion cone support body; 
and 

a fourth T-shaped retaining member coupled to the expansion cone segment body; 
wherein the first and second expansion cone segments are interleaved; 
wherein the first expansion cone segment bodies are complementary shaped with respect to the 

^ond expansion cone segment bodies; and 
a split ring collar assembly movably coupled to the exterior of the tubular support member 

comprismg: 

a second tubular support body defining: 

N T-shaped slots for movably receiving corresponding ones of the second and 
fourth T-shaped retaining members of the interleaved first and second 
expansion cone segments; and 
an L-shaped retaining member coupled to the second tubular support body; and 
wherein the first tubular sleeve of the dog assembly further defines: 

a slot for receiving and mating with the L-shaped retaining member of the split ring collar. 

An apparatus for radially expanding a tubular member, comprising: 
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a tubular support member 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the tubular support member: and 
means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

35. The apparatus of claim 34. wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
comprises: 

frictional means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

36. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
comprises: 

resilient means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone assembly. 

37. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone movably coupled to the tubular support member, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; and 

means for guiding the expansion cone segments on the tubular support member; and 
means for adjusting the adjustable expansion cone. 

38. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of claim 37, wherein the adjustable expansion cone further 
comprises: 

means for interlocking the expansion cone segments. 

39. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of claim 37, wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone comprises: 

resilient means for supporting the expansion cone segments. 

40. The adjustable expansion cone assembly of claim 37, wherein the expansion cone segments include first 
and second interleaved groups of expansion cone segments. 

4 1 . The adjustable expansion cone assembly of claim 40, wherein the means for adjusting the adjustable 
expansion cone comprises: 

means for displacing the first and second interleaved groups of expansion cone segments in opposite 
directions. 

42. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, comprising: 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body; and 

controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

43. The method of claim 42, ftiither comprising: 

resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on the tapered body. 
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44. The method of claim 42, further comprising: 
interlocking the expansion cone segments. 

45. The method of claim 42» iiirther comprising: 

dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments; and 
interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

46. The method of claim 45, further comprising: 

overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

47. The method of claim 45, wherein controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered 
body comprises: 

displacing the first and second interleaved groups of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

48. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, comprising: 

guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 
interlocking the expansion cone segments; and 

controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

49. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, comprising: 

resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 

guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction; 

interlocking the expansion cone segments; and 

controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

50. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, comprising: 

dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

overlapping the ftfst and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 

guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction; and 

controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

51. A method of operating an adjustable expansion cone assembly comprising a plurality of expansion cone 
segments, comprising: 

dividing the expansion cone segments into furst and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

73 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US()2/256«8 



interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; and 

controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body while also relatively displacing 
the fim and second groups of expansion cone segments in opposite directions. 

52. A method of plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an 
apparatus comprising a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 

coupling a first end of the expandable tubular member to a tubular structure; 
locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus; 
inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member; 

moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of 

the expandable tubular member; 
reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member; 
unlocking the actuator from the tubular suppon member of the apparatus; 
rotating the actuator relative to the tubular support member of the apparatus; and 
increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by moving the tubular support 

member relative to the actuator, the adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the expandable 

tubular member; and 

plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by moving the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member. 

53. The method of claim 52, wherein the tubular support member includes one or more tugs; wherein the 
actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; and wherein locking comprises positioning the lugs into 
the corresponding retaining slots. 

54. The method of claim 52, wherein the tubular support member includes one or more lugs; wherein the 
actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; and wherein unlocking comprises positioning the lugs 
out of engagement with corresponding retaining slots. 

55. The method of claim 52, wherein moving the tubular support member relative to the actuator, the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, and the expandable tubular member comprises: 

the actuator firictionally engaging the expandable tubular member. 

56. The method of claim 52, wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable 
tubular member comprises: 

pulling the adjustable expansion cone through the expandable tubular member. 

57. The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular support member of the apparatus and the expandable 
tubular member, 
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wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member 
comprises: 

injecting a pressurized fluid into the mbular support member. 

58. A method of plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member using an 
apparatus comprising a tubular support member, an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the 
tubular support member, and an actuator movably coupled to the tubular support member for adjusting the 
adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 

coupling a first end of the expandable tubular member to a tubular structure: 

inserting the apparatus into the first end of the expandable tubular member in a first direction; 

displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a second direction opposite to the first direction; 

applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly in the second direction: 

moving the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly of the apparatus out of the second end of 

the expandable tubular member; 
reinserting the actuator of the apparatus into the second end of the expandable tubular member in the 

second direction; 

increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the actuator and 
the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular membo* in the first 
direction; and 

plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member by moving the adjustable 
expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member in the second direction. 

59. The method of claim wherein displacing the actuator of the apparatus in the second direction comprises: 
impacting the actuator with the first end of the expandable tubular member. 

60. The method of claim 58, wherein displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly 
relative to the expandable tubular member in the first direction comprises: 

impacting the actuator with the second end of the expandable tubular member. 

61. The method of claim 58, wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable 
tubular member comprises: 

pulling the adjustable expansion cone through the expandable mbular member. 

62. The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular support member of the apparams and the expandable 
tubular member; 

wherein moving the adjustable expansion cone assembly through the expandable tubular member 
comprises: 

injecting a pressurized fluid into the tubular support member. 



63. 



An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 
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means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a tapered body; and 

means for controHably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 



64. The assembly of claim 63, fuither comprising: 

means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on the tapered body. 

65. The assembly of claim 63, further comprising: 
means for interlocking the expansion cone segments. 

66. The assembly of ciaim 63, further comprising: 

means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
and 

means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

67. The assembly of claim 66, further comprising: 

means for overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments. 

68. The assembly of claim 66, wherein the means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments 
along the tapered body comprises: 

means for displacing the first and second interleaved groups of expansion cone segments in opposite 
directions. 

69. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 
means for interlocking the expansion cone segments; and 

means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

70. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 

means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the circumferential direction; 

means for interlocking the expansion cone segments; and 

means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

71. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

means for overlapping the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 

means for resiliently guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; 
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means for guiding each of the expansion cone segments on opposite sides in the^circumferemial direction; 
and 

means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body. 

72. An adjustable expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of expansion cone segments; 

means for dividing the expansion cone segments into first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
means for interleaving the first and second groups of expansion cone segments; 
means for guiding the expansion cone segments on a multi-sided tapered body; and 
means for controllably displacing the expansion cone segments along the tapered body while also relatively 
displacing the first and second groups of e^qsansion cone segments in opposite directions. 



73. . An apparatus for plastically defomiing and radially expanding an expandable tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly roovabiy coupled to the tubular support member; 

means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly; 

means for locking the actuator to the tubular support member of the apparatus; 

means for unlocking the actuator fi-om the tubular support member of the apparatus; 

means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by moving the tubular 

support member relative to the actuator, the adjustable expansion cone assembly* and the 

expandable tubular member. 

74. The apparanis of claim 73, wherein the tubular support member includes one or more lugs; wherein the 
actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; and wherein the means for locking comprises 
positioning the lugs into the corresponding retaining slots. 



75. The apparatus of claim 73, wherein the tubular support member includes one or more lugs; wherein the 
actuator includes one or more corresponding retaining slots; and wherein the means for unlocking comprises 
positioning the lugs out of engagement with corresponding retaining slots. 



76. The method of claim 73, further comprising: 

means for fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular support member of the apparatus and the 
expandable tubular member. 

77. An apparatus for plastically deforming and radially expanding an expandable tubular member, comprising: 
a tubular support member; 

an adjustable expansion cone assembly movably coupled to the mbular support member; 
means for actuating the adjustable expansion cone assembly; 
means for displacing the actuator of the apparatus in a first direction; 

means for applying a resilient biasing force to the adjustable expansion cone assembly when the actuator is 
displaced in the first direction; 
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means for increasing the outside diameter of the adjustable expansion cone assembly by displacing the 

actuator and the adjustable expansion cone assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in 
a second direction opposite to the first direction. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the means for displacing the actuator of the apparatus in the first 
direction comprises: 

means for impacting the actuator. 



79. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the means for displacing the actuator and the adjustable expansion cone 
assembly relative to the expandable tubular member in the first direction comprises: 
means for impacting the actuator. 



78 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IJS02/256O8 




1/87 



WO«3/023178 



PCT/lJS(»2/256(m 




2/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




Fig. 1b 



3/87 




4/87 



wo 03/0231 78 



PCT/IJS02/25A08 





Fig. Id 



M 



5/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/256t>8 




6/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/liS02/25608 




7/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/lIS02/25fiOK 




Fig. lj 



8/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




9/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




Fig. 1m 



Fig. II 



10/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/ljStl2/256U« 




11/87 



^VO 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




12/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




13/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IJS02/25608 




14/87 



wo 113/023178 



PCT/US02/256»8 




15/87 





16/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/llS02/25(>t»8 





17/87 



wo «3/023178 



PCT/US(l2/256<)« 




18/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US«2/256()8 




19/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l)Sl»2/25608 




20/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IJS02/25608 




21/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/UStl2/25608 




CO 




22/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/UStl2/256(W 




23/87 



wo 03/()23178 



PCT/US02/25608 




24/H7 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/2iif>08 




25/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/ljS02/2?6(W 




26/87 



wo II3/023178 



PCT/US»2/25608 




27/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IJS02/25608 




28/87 



wo »3/»23178 



PCT/IJS02/2560H 




29/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IJS02/25608 




30/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/256»m 




32/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/256«« 




33/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IIS02/25M»8 




U 
to 



34/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IIS02/25608 




35/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25(i»H 




36/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l)S02/25608 




37/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




38/87 



wo «J/(»23178 



PCT/US02/25608 




39/87 



wo 03/023 178 



PCT/US02/25WI8 




40/87 



wo (I3/023178 



PCT/US(»2/256(m 




41/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/256U8 




42/«7 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




43/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




44/87 



wo U3/023I78 



PCT/US02/256<W 




45/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/11S02/2S608 




46/87 




47/87 



wo 03/(123178 



PCT/US02/256(W 




48/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/llSt»2/256tm 




49/87 



wo U3/023178 



PCT/US02/256(W 




50/87 



WO«3/023I7« 



PCT/US«2/256«« 




wo 03/023178 



PCT/lJS<l2/25608 




52/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/LS02/25608 




53/«7 



wo (13/023178 



PCT/US»2/25WI8 




54/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/USf»2/25608 




55/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l'S02/25608 




56/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




57/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/IIS02/25608 




58/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US<»2/2560H 




59/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




60/87 



wo OJ/023178 



PCT/l)S02/25WIH 




61/87 



woo J/0231 78 



PCT/US02/25608 




62/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




63/87 



wo (13/02 J17« 



PCT/US(>2/256tl8 




64/87 



wo 1)3/023178 



PCT/US02/25008 




wo «3/»23l78 



PCT/US02/256(m 




wo 03/023178 



PCT/IIS02/25608 




67/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




58/87 



WO«3/«23I7« PCT/US02/25W.8 




69/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l)S02/2560« 




70/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/256IW 




71/87 



wo 03/02JI78 



PCT/USl>2/25608 




72/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l)S02/25608 




73/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 




74/87 



wo 03/02 Jl 78 



PCT/IJS02/25608 




75/87 



>V0 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 





77/87 



wo «3/«23178 



PCT/l)S02/25608 




Fig. 18a 



78/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 



900 



925 



915ab 



920af 



Fig. 18b 



920ce 



915af 



915ae 



91 Sad 




79/«7 



W0«3/(I23178 



PCT/US<I2/25<>(I« 



905b 



905bc 



Fig. 18c 




905ba 



905bb 



905bc 



905bcaf 



215gb 



905bcae 



Fig. 18d 



905bcaa 




905bcad 



gOSbcab 



905bcac 



8(1/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/11S02/25608 



900 





Fig. 19a 



81/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/ljS02/25ri08 




Fig. 19b 



82/87 



wo 03/0231 7K 



PCT/US02/2560H 



1000 

\ 



Fig. 20a 



1000a- 
1000c- 

lOOOe- 



-1000b 
-lOOOd 
-lOOOf 



1100 



Fig. 20b 



1100a- 
1100c- 

llOOe- 



-1100b 

-llOOd 
-llOOf 



1200 

\ 



1200a- 



1200c — ^ 



1200e- 



■1200b 

-1200d 
-1200f 



Fig. 20c 



K3/H7 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 



1300 

\ 



1300a- 
1300c- 

1300e- 



Fig. 20d 



1400 

\ 



1400a- 



1400c- 
1400e- 



Fig. 20e 



-1300b 
-1300d 

-1300f 



-1400b 



-1400d 



1400f 



1500 

\ 



1500a- 



1500c- 



ISOOe- 



Fig. 20f 



-1500b 



-ISOOd 



ISOOf 



84/87 



wo U J/0231 78 



PCT/US02/256(m 



1600 



Fig. 20g 



1600a- 



1600c- 



1600e- 



-1600b 



-1600d 



1600f 



1700 

\ 



Fig. 20h 



1800 



Fig. 20i 



1700a- 



1700c- 



1700e- 



1800a- 

1800c- 
1800e- 



.1700b 



-1700d 



•1700f 



-1800b 

-1800d 
-1800f 



H5/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/US02/25608 



1900 



1900a- 
1900c- 

1900e- 



Fig. 20j 



■► 



'1900b 
-1900d 

-1900f 



2000 



2000a 



2000c 



2000e 



Fig. 20k 




2000b 



2000d 



2000f 



2100 

\ 



Fig. 201 




2100e 



86/87 



wo 03/023178 



PCT/l)S02/25608 



2200 



2200a- 



2200c- 



2200e- 




-2200b 
-2200d 
-2200f 



Fig. 20m 



87/87 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the appUcant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
O^URRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



